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meats, and[ that takes up a considerable
amount of our time. However, many ways
will present themselves by which we can as-
sist the war effort, and that is plainly our
duty.

A real grievance exists on the goldfields
with regard to developmental roads. A very
small amount of money is set apart for the
repair of this class of road on the goldfields.
I can name many places that have a promis-
ing future and in time will no doubt be
thriving goldfields towns, such as Mt.
'Monger, Celebration, Ora Banda and Edju-
dina. These places can be reached only by
vehicles that must pass over indifferent
roads. The boards controlling the various
districts have not sufficient funids to enable
them to construct and repair these roads,
aind they have received Government assist-
ance only to the small extent of £1,500 dlur-
ing the past few years. At the same time we
are pitying the Commonwealth Government
£1,000,000 in gold tax; we should therefore
be entitled to a little more money to de-
velop these roads. I have nothing farther to
add. We are passing through strenuous
times, but I sincerely hope that soon the
dar-k clouds overhead will disperse and allow
the sun to shine once more. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adloption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate

adjourned.

Hfouse adjourned at 8.42 p.m.
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at 4.30

QUESTION-AGRIOULTURE, WHEAT.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Lands:
1, Is he aware that there is considerable in-
festation of weevils in the wheat stored in
bulk in Fremantlei 2, Has any difficulty
been experienced with the Australian Wheat
Board in respect to issue of Government
wheat certificates because of weevil infes-
tation?9 3, Is the Government taking steps
necessary to cope with the situationt 4,
Is it a fact that Commonwealth authorities
have reported adversely on Western Auis-
tralian wvheat! 5, If so, will lie miake this
report available?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, It is known that weevils are present in
some of the wheat stored in bulk at Fre-
mantle. A reliable estimate of the extent of
the infestation is not known. 2, No certifi-
cates for weight, quality and condition for
bulk wheat from Fremantle have been re-
quested by the Australian Wheat Board
from the Department of Agriculture since
December, 1940. Prior to this, inspectors
did reject some wheat for export an ac-
count of weevil infestation, 3, The Govern-
ment Entomologist, as far as he is able, has
carried out investigations and advised reme-
dial measures, but, as the *beat is owned by
the Australian Wheat Board and controlled
by their agents, Bulk Handling, Ltd., the
Department is unable to take executive ac-
tion. The Australian Wheat Board-in an
endeavour to prevent or minimise weevil in-
festation-requested the Council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Resear-el to undertake
an investigation into the problem in Aus-
tralia. As a result a visit was paid to West-
ern Australia by a Senior Research Ento-
mnologist of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research. Subsequently a local
committee was formed consisting of a Spe-
cialist Officer of the 0...11., the Govern-
ment Entoniologist (Department of Agri-
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culture), and two representatives of Bulk
Handling-, Ltd. This committee is investi-
gating at present all aspects of infestation
Of wheat with weevil in this State with a
view to its control. 4, The Council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research made a report
upon this matter at the request of the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board, and, although this has
been seen by the Department of Agriculture,
the report remains the property of the Aria-
tralian Wheat Board and is confidential. 5,
See answer to No. 4,

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLIES,
TOTADJIN EXTENSION.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that a sum of approxi-
mately £4,000 was placed on the 1940-41
Estimates for the relaying of the Totadlinl
water supply extension on the Goldfelds
main? 12 As this work was due to have been
commenced in Mlarch last will he explain the
delay? 3, As there are admittedly serious
losses of water due to the bad state of the
present pipes, will he expedite the work of
relaying the extension?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, A more comprehensible review
of the project indicated that with a view to
future developments a more extensive scheme
was desirable. 3, Yes, as soon as possible
after a decision on the new proposal has
been arrived at.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, LEVEL
CROSSINGS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
-ways: 1, How many level crossings arc pro-
tected hy booms similar to those at Clare-
miot? 2, Is any action being taken to ren-
der them more effective, particularly whQe
children are coincerned?

The M1INISTERI FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, None other than Claremont. 2,
No. Various suggestions hove been considered
but each has objections whieji prevent its
adoption. The only effective remedy is the
closing of the crossing which was proposed
in 1937 to the local governing authority,
seeing that vehicular subways exist on both
sides within reasonable distance, and a foot-
bridge only '70 yards away. No agreement
was reaced.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sixth Day.
Djebate resumed from the previous day.

MR. 3. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.30]: 1 do
not propose to detain the House for any
length of time in making my remarks on the
Lieul.-Uovernor's; Speech, because, to ray
mnind, we ought to be gvtting on with our
.oh. The Speech contains reference to the
part we aIre pl~aying in this war in which we
are st-,ivingo for ou11 very existence. Defeat
will mean much to ax. Our liberty will go
by the hoard, earl we shall he under the rule
of n dictator. Things have never been so
serious in the history' of the British Empire
flui they are today, and instead of squabbling
we should lie united, each one pulling his
weight aind doing his utmost with one put-
11ose, in view, namely the winning of the war.
Afany mnonths ago when the 'Menzies Govern-
ineiit took office we were in a bad position,
though the situation was not nearly as seri-
ous as it is today- Air. MKenzies broadcast
a speech to the people oif Australia in which
lie said the one important requirement was
that Australia should give every assistance
possible to the Empire. It will be remem-
bered that be declared it was proposed to
harness all the national resources, to take all
the wealth that was necessary, and to use
every effort to help the Empire to gain a
victory. He said there was only one thing
at which the Government would stop; it
would not con script men to serve oversca.
'What do we find? We have fallen down on
our job on account of party bickerings.
There is ito room today in the public life of
Australia or of the Empire for party poli-
ties. One becomes heartily sick of finding
mcen putting their country last and their par-
ties first in their graspr for office. Why was
it not possible for uls to have a National
Government and let party politics go0 by the
board, thus presenting a united front as an
integral part of the Empire?

Many we! I-deserved reflections are cast
upon members of Parliament. For those re-
flections the Government is to a great extent
to blame. In stead of being in recess for
several months, this Parliament should have
heen called together every month or every
two months. I expect the Premier is in com-
munication with the Prime Minister, and
knows many fact-, with which other niem-
hers of Parliafment are not aequmiintcd. The
Government thought it important enough to
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appoinat one 0f its members a full-time
Minister for Industrial Development. I
thought the Premier would call us together
and tell us what was being done in the way
of hiarnes-sing our primary and secondary
industries for the purpose of winning the
war. When we go to our electors, they
naturally want to know what we nre doing
about these thitws, and because we are not
taken into the confidence of the Govern-
meat, we arc unable to tell them.

We have been disappointed in the matter
of the manufacture of munitions in this
State. l4,asterii Australia is flourishing,
ihietly beeauise of the large expenditure

onl munitions. I have been told that any-
one visiting 'Melbourne and Sydney would
scareely believec that a war was raging.
Tlii* industries in those cities have never
beeni so prosperous, but while this is hap-
pening, we in W~estern Australia are strug-
gliiig for a mecagre existence. We have no
war industries worth the name. I hope
the Mlinister will tell us exactly what is
beingr done, here in the w~ay of making
munitions,. If he is able to tell us, I re-
lpeat that the Government was lacking in
its duty in not calling Parliament together
earlier andI making the information avail-
able. Is it any wonder that many people
iii 11 lit contry ' tast reflec-tions upon mnem-
ber,~ and ask what they are doing!1

'lip N livedi cont ains several oeferences
to liilnaly industries. I wish to speak of
two inl miy district. I hope members will
not think n'w parochial if I first mention
the tobacco industry, from which we have
been, expecting so mnuet. We believed that
the indristr v in this State was about to
make enorhnlons sirides. We have proved
that wre can grow tobacco equal in quality
to 11tv z:rown inknstralia and perhaps in
otln-c ljart of the world. Last year Akus-
tralia pronduced about 6,000,000 lbs9. of leaf,
Wit4ern Australia's shagre being- almost
1 ,00I0,000~ lbs. Tfbe Commoiiweaith Govern-
inent. howev'er, has imposed a. restriction.
T thank the Minister for Agriculture for
what lie has d]one to assist tobacco growers.
A\fter overtures bad been made to himi last
yeair, hie assisted the growers in my area
by providing sustenance. In the course
of an interview with the 'Minister, I learnt
that hie was prepared to assist the growers
again b)-y providing sustenance so that they
Would be in a position to put larger areas

-under tobacco. The Comlmonwealth Gxov-
ernment, however, has imposed a limit on
production; we are permitted to produce
only a little more than half of what we
grew -last year. Here is an industry suiff er-
ing from lack of consideration at the
hands of the Federal Government. Seem-
ingly we are rushing pell mcli into unifi-
cation. Why should the Commonwealth
dictate to us as to what we do in this,
State? I am strongly opposed to unifica-
tion, but the Commonwealth is daily pioachi-
ing upon the preserves of the State. We
must be prepared to resist such encroach.
meats. That is why I think Parliament
should sit alnost continuously; -we must
fight for our righ ts. If we depend upon
thle Commonwelth Governmtent, we shall
get nowhere, because ours is a Cinderella.
State and our representation in the Coin-
monwenlth Parliamient is small. As-' thle
member for M1t. Mag-net (M1r. Triat) said,
nobody in the Eastern States seeins to be
aware that there is such a place as Western
Australia. We shall have to fight for our
rights- and combat unification by all the
means in our power.

We were expecting muech front th0 to..
bacceo industry. It was4 one industry we
thought would expand quickly because we
could grow an enormous quantity of leaf.
This effort, however, has been bucked by
the Commonwealth's action in restricting
the acreage to lie planted. I know the
M1inister for Lands is doing all in his
power to help the growers. Since hearing
the Speech, I have written to the Manji-
mop Road Board asking it to get into
toach with the growers and send a depu-
tation to the Minister with a view to lodg-
ing a protest against the restriction. This
will strengthen the Minister's hands when
he puts the case to the Commonwealth
Mfinister for Commerce.

Another matter that affects my district
only is the water supply at Bridgetown.
I wish mny remarks to receive publicity
through "Hansard'' because otherwise the
people might think that nothing is being
done. When the people do not know -what
action is being taken, a stigmia is east upon
the member for the district and the reper-
cussions are felt by the road board. We
had a deputation to the Minister this
morning, and he promised to do all be
can in the circumstances. Bridgetown has
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an annual rainfall of 30 inches, and yet
the residents are limited to seven gallons
of water per head for the home. The
water has been cut off at 10 a.m. and
turned on again at 6 p.m. Members will
realist' how inadequate such an allowance
is for people who have installed septic
tanks. When the water was turned on in
the evening, it was not fit for consump-
tion. In fact, it was not fit for diluting
whisky. We had to use rain water to
dilate out. whisky, though goodness knows
there is already enough water in the
whisky' that is sold to-day.

The Bridg-etown wvater scheme was not
estaIblislhed to supply the town; originally
it wa-is intended to supply railway requi re-
mnjts. The town grew and we were i n-
fluenced to have the mains laid in the two
principal streets. Once the reticulation
was carried ot, the Works Department
loaded the whole cost of the scheme on to
the people. The pipesi have been extended
for two or three miles and there is not
suilicient water to supply consumers. In-
dustries lack the requisite water; we can-
not establish a butter factory because of
the shortage. People wvant to establish in-
dustries there and cannot do so. The
supply is a disgrace to a place of the im-
portance of Bridgetown. As soon as the
wvar is over, provided the fates are kind
and wve win, we shall have thousands of
people settling in the south-western part
of the State because there will be no-
where else for them to go-they arc not
likely to seek land elsewhere. Bridetown
and other centres will double their present
population, and we shall need a storage
of 100,000,000 gallons of water in that
area. An influential deputation waited on
the Minister this morning and I shall be
pleased to report to my district that he has
promiged to give the matter favourable
consideration. He recognises that tbe
town must have an adequate water supply.

The flax industry is one of which the
'Minister and the State have reason to he
proud. This industry is being established
in the Upper Blackwood and Boyup Brook
areas. Farmers there, from a sense of loy-
alty and in order to aid the Empire to the
best of their ability, have planted 3,000
acres of flax. One farmer has 800 acres
and others are growing areas of 200, 300
and 400 acres. 'Mhen I left my district, most

of the crops were looking exceedingly well.
A flax mtill is to be erected at Boyup Brook
which will employ two hundred men. We
hope the industry will expand and that be-
fore long we shall have 0,000 or 8,000 acres
under flax. Such an industry should re-
main for all time. To grow flax successfully
it is necessary first to grow good oat crops.
That district is particularly adapted to the
growing of oats, and it is nothing to have
an average of two tons to the acre.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you not require swamp
land for flax?

M~r. J. H. SMITH: Just the reverse. It
is not necessary to have moist land, but good
agricultural land, and sod] that is not too
heavy. I am told that the land of which I
have been speaking will grow good oats, and
is suitable for the growth of flax. As I
have said, some 3,000 acres of flax have been
put in this year, and probably a greater
quantity will be planted next year. All con-
cerned have great hopes of making a sue-
cess of the industry.

I wish to refer now to the apple and pear
industry. Those engaged in it are having a
particularly had time. With the idea of
keeping the industry in existence and tiding
it over a difficult period, an apple and pear
hoard, with an acquisition scheme, has been
set up. Had the producers been able to
export their apples and pears to the islands
north of Australia and elsewhere there
would have been, no neced for the establish-
went of that board. As, however, it was
impossible to exp~ort these products, and the
position wvas reached when there were 11/
million cases of apples that could not he
disposed of, the Commonwealth and State
Governments came to the assistance of the
growers and established that board. It is
generally agreed that that will be the salva-
tion of the fruitgrowers in the South-West.
Very few discontended persons have made
themselves known, and it is generally agreed
that the vast majority of the growers are in
favour of the board and the acquisition
scheme. Some growers have not been in
the industry very long, and have beeni in-
clined to oppose the scheme, but they' are
few in number. It is easy to destroy but
very hard to build. I was interested to
hear the remarks of the member for
Irwini-Moore (Mr. Berry), who said that
buyers of ap~ples had been refused the right
to send fruit to Singapore and the islands in
the Near East, although a good market was
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available for that produce. InI the past
thle most suitable apjples to send to those
markets were the early varieties, big Dluans
an1( Cleos, etc. W.e understand that apples
are fetching an enormous price in Singa-
pore and the same thing can hle said of
potatoes and other lines of produce. People
iii those parts of the world cannot get those
things because of lack of shipv-ing c~nveni-
Qf4Cq.

I was very concerned when the lhon. memi-
her referred to a letter he had received from
Messrs. Joyce and Watkins. I got into corn-
maini-alien with the Apple and Pear Board
to ascertain what the position was. The
sup ;erintendent assured ine that everything
possible had been done to arrange for the
despatch of apples to Singapore andl other
markets, but that insullicient shipping space
had been available. The fruit was frequent-
ly taken out of cold storage and put black
again because of the difficulty of getting- it
aboard ship. The same thing applies to at-
tempts made to export potatoes. Mr. Harris
on one occasion hand anl order for 100 tons
of potatoes destined for Singapore. He
had them held on the wharf iii store for
weeks, butl could not get deck space for
them. Ultimately hie wvas able to send only
80 tons away-20 tonas being destroyed-but
whn' they left the wharf after weeks of de-
lay there were sprouts upon them six inches
long. Everything possible has been done in
an endeavouir to dispose of apples in the
markets to which I have referred. Pra-
tic-ally the only disgruntled growers are
those who have been in the habit of sending
a few odd cases of -Northern Spy apples to
various places, and who have now been pre-
eluded fromt doilng so on account of restric-
tions. The board itself has done wonderful
wvork.

f was interested to heat- the references of
the memuber for Irwin-Moore to the possi-
bility of ships being built ill this State.
Had we a fleet of wooden ships, if only
1,0100 toas iii weight, oar producers could
have taken advantage of the markets that
are now availalble in the Near East. I agree
with the member for Roebourne (Mr. Rodo-
redai) that ships could be built here. Mlen
I know of have built boats in inlets in the
South-West, such as yachts and launches of
upwanrds of 4Oft. in length, and have done so
with local timber. They have carried out
the Job themselves, and fitted the engines

without the aid of any shipwright. Those
men merely bad a knowledge of carpentry
and of how to use an adze, but they built
most seaworthy vessels which have been able
to go out to sea. Mr. Swarbrick is one of
the men I have in mind. So we see that
ships can be built, and canl be constructed of
local timber. Both karri and jarrah are
suitable timbers for shipbuilding, but prob-
ably the former is more durable and stronger
than is the latter. I do miot, however, ques-
tion the value of ja rrah for the building of
vessels. The member for Irwin-Moore was
quite right to drawv the attention of the
Federal (Governmnent to the need for estab-
lishing a shipbuilding industry in this State,
and( lie and his committee al-e to be comn-
mnded for the action they have taken. We
tire too iax in these matters. Parliament
should have been called together ere this so
that the Minister for Industrial Develop-
nient mnight have told us what is happening
with regard to shmi pbuild ing and the inanlu-
facture of munitions. WVe all have different
ideas as to wvhat should hle (lone for the wet-
fare of the country. The war is coining very
close to us, and it may be that it is coming
closer to Western Australia than to any
other part of the Continent.

What airc we doing in the matter of air
ilaid shelters? Last year- a B ill wais passed
dealing with that subject. As a result of
that legislation pecople were authorised to,
etablish dtig-oul s in their- own backyards
and use them as shelters. I have been think-
ing of a plan that mnight appeal to the Cov-
erment, one that would also be of great
benefit to the City of Perth, and enable the
local authorities to do a way with the rumble
of trains and the congestion in Hay-street.

Coul no th enineers arrange to run
the trains tunderground? We manufacture
cement locally, and the prisoners that arc
likely to come to these shores could be emt-
ployed in carrying out the work. The sug-
gestion is a sound one. A start could ble
made at the car barn,, from where there
would be a continuous line up to Thomas-
street. If the tramns were undergrounded
between those points, an air raid shelter
wvould be provided large enough for
the population of Perth, and the trains
could be run on double lines upl and down
without any congestion. I comimend the
idea to the Government. Prisoners coming
to this State could well be employed in
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an undertaking of that sort. There would
be nothing to buy and very little cost in-
volved in the matter of labour. At some
time in the future it will be compulsory for
the authorities to remove the tramways from
Hay-street, and the best way to do so is
to put them underground. That is one idea
for the consideration of the Government.

M1r. Need ham: Free of chtarge?
Mr. . 1. IITH: Yes. Post-war prob-

lens will have to be dealt with, and will
have to be tackled before the end of the
war. Many thousands of people will be
flocking to Australia because of their dis-
content in the parts of the world ia which
they have been living. lin my opinion this
State is destined within tbc next 10 years
to enjoy a population, not of less than
500,000 persons, but of anything up to
1,000,000 or 1,500,000, thus bringing us
nearly to the level of the populations of
Melbourne and Sydney. Our climatic con-
ditions are excellent and our land is good
and productive. If we fight hard for them
we can build up our secondary industries,
but we cannot achieve that end until our
primary industries hare been established on
a proper basis. Thousands of people will
settle in the south-west, and it will be neces-
sary to have a better understanding with
the Forestry Department and the Lands
Department. Many thousands of farmsa
could be established in that district, nor
'would they interfere in any way whatever
,with our forestry schemes. I would not
sacrifice our heritage of timber. That will
help to solve some of our post-war problems.
We must place our primary industries on
a proper basis and the only way to do so

is to have a guaranteed price for ouir pro-
duce. Why should the farmer always ben
under a stigma? Why should he be termed
a "cocky"? Why should he not be able to
draw adequate -wages for his labour 9
Because the Government of the day is
apathetic towards his welfare! The Govern-
ment does not care a hang what happens to
the farmer. He must produce, yet every-
body, including the machinery merchants,
banks and other financial institutions, has
a shot at him. We shall have the spectacle
of thousands of men leaving their holdings
unless we do something for them. The only
way to keep them there is to guarantee them
a price for their produce. Droughts and
other adverse conditions cannot of course be

avoided. Our Arbitration Court makes
awards for workers engaged in other indus-
tries, ensuring them adequate recompense for
their labour and proper conditions of work.
But what have we done for the man on the
land?

Mr. Fox: What was done for the oinion
growers3

M r. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member bad
ahard fight to get them what they

are now receiving. I want him now to
help the man on the land, because every-
thing depends upon the fruits of his labour;
our food and our clothing are produced from
the soil. Our primary industries, including
our gold industry, are the source of our
national wealth. They help to keep city
people living in comfort. Why should not
the man on the land enjoy similar privi-
leges? It is no use talking about orderly
marketing unless there is a guaranteed price.
The man on the land should Dot be forced
to accept starvation wages and work 16 to
20 hours a day, and then-after years of
toil-ecause of drought or other adverse
conditions, have his holding sold by the
Az'ricultural Bank, to which he has been
struggling to pay interest. We roust do
away with the cursed interest. We should
finance from the Credit of the country in
the same way as is done by other nations. I
always freely express my views. We should
be able to say to Jack Jones or to Ted Rob-
inson, "Come and work on our farm; we
will not pay you £C1 per wveek and expect
you to work 10 or 12 honrs a day, but will
pay you the basic wage and give you good
living accommodation." The farmer cannot
do that, however, unless he receives a g.uar-
anteed price for his produce.

I have another matter upon which I de-
sire to castigate the Government. The Gov-
ernment had a surplus last year of £11,111.
How was that achieved? By taxing the
people! One would think the Government
would reduce taxation so that the Common-
wealth Government could obtain more
money to carry on our war effort. To me,
the surplus of £11,111 is the gravest indict-
ment of the Government, because to-day we
still have men in sustenance camps many of
whom are working only two days per week.

MIv Cross: Not many.
Mr. J. H. SMI1TH: In my electorate

alone there are about 200, and there arc men
in other electorates. Immediately these men
attain 65 years of age they are not allowed
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to work the two days per week, but must
apply for the old-age pension of 21s. per
week. One would think that the Government,
with this surplus, would have said to these
unfortunate men, "We will better your con-
ditions." Many of these persons could be
retained at 65 and perhaps would do more
work than could be done by some young
men of 20 to 30 who to-day are wandering
about the towns. That position is had
enough, but what is worse is the part-timie
employment still prevailing. Is this Govern-
ment humanitarian? We were told yester-
day the Government stood for the uplift of
the people, and the betterment of their con-
ditions, yet to-day large numbers of men
are still working part-time. Is that not a
serious indictment of the Labour Govern-
ment? Again, all those men are compulsorily
unionists. They miust pay 25s. for union
dlues out of their meagre earnings. There is
another matter over which I want to casti-
gate the Government.

Mr. Needham: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I feel the Government

stands for poverty. Its desire is to push
further dlown the man onl the lower rung,
without taking into consideration his past
services. What has happened to our rail-
way employees, the fettlers, locomotive
dIrivers aind others who hav-e been deprived of
Iheir pensions? A resolution was carried Iby
l'niliamen: instructing the Government to
pay those railway emiployees a pension. I
mnyself was one of those emiployees; and,
had I remained in the service, I would have
been retired at the age of 65 years. I was
in the loco. department, and would have been
scrapped like an old sock and perhaps have
been forced to apply for the old-age pension.
Many of the employees I have mentioned
have reared big families-with no child en-
dowmient-and they did their best to educate
their children. This and other living ex-
penses absorbed all their earnings. But this
Government does not think anything of the
man in dungarees or overalls. It is con-
cerned mostly with men who wear a white
collar, the salaried staff.

The Minister for Mines: A white collar
worn back to front!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have the utmost
respect for men who wear a white collar
back to front. Although I am not of a re-
ligious turn of mind, I often say a prayer-
as I hope every other member of Parlia-
mnent does-for our boys at the front and

for the speedy termination of the war. I
am not an unbeliever. This Government,
however, discriminates between the man in
the overalls and the man on the salaried
staff. The Government says to the salaried

un, "When you reach 65 years of
age you will get a pension." That
is the position, despite the resolution that
was carried by this House, and also passed
by another place, agreeing that these men
should be granted a superannuation allowv-
ante. The Government has not complied
with the terms of that resolution; the reply
is, "It is a question of money."

The Deputy Premier: What wages did
you receive?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: When I joined the
Railway Department I received 6s. per day.
I left the department to better myself. As
I say, the Government's reply is that the
money is not available. Must we plead with
tine Fede ral Government to provide the
mooney? How long is this mioney god to be
held over us ? How muchel longer must we
suffer ? TI'he member for Murray-Welling-
ton (Mr. MeLartv), who is a really hard old
shell, wvhen speainig to the Address-in-reply
last nighlt, said that we ust have monetary
reform. When the hon. memnber speak., in
that wvay', there is a ra'v or hiope, and I trust
that we shall ,ret a new order very soon.

Mr. McLarty: I hope it will not be accord-
ing to your- ideas, anyi how.

Mr. J. It. SMITHI: The hon. mnember is
looking for information, but I am not tell-
inag hii what mny ideas are. I will remind
himn, howevei-, flint last year a motion on
this subject moved by the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall) was passed almost
unanimously.

I wish to refer to the by-election for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie, the seat which was held.
until his death by the late George Lambert.
I did not think it possible that I wvould miss
a man as much as I miss him. Time marches
on, however-, thle grim Reaper comes along,
and we must all go in our turn. All the big
gulls wvent up) to that electorate; there were
three or four 'Ministers, who were followed
by a barrage of lesser lights; yet it
looks as if this sent will be lost to
the Labour Party. I am reminded of
anl old saying, "You can fool some
of the people somec of the time, but not all
the people all the time." To me it looks as
if the writing is on the wall. At last we
shall have a change of Government. At last
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the people of Western Australia are throw-
ing off time yoke about their necks. The
Courmt.y Party and thc National Party are a
united fore; iii the past we foolishly divided
our farces,,, hut at the next election the Goy-
ern{meit will he scrapping for its life. We
have an indlication now which way the wind
is blowing. We have gone into the fray amid
hanve coine out with flying- colours. We have
dono what the Government never thought
could he doune, but it is only a forerunner, a
.4nali tastN or what is to come. Let not
(Goverunment members be too despondent!I
flu;inz this year we hope legislation will be
introduced as the result of which mnembers
of Parliament may have the right to super-
annuation. A scheme of that description
should have been introduced 20 years ago.

Mr, Wilson: Goodbye, Jack!
M1r. J. 11. SMTTH: I have not left this

Chamnber yet.
Mr. 'fhorni: Do not you think the Govern-

went .-hould resign'?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: If Ministers followed

thme footsteps of Beasley and others, they
would do so, because they arc in the samec
position as is the Federal Govermnent.

The Minister for M,%ines: YVon are not
game to do0 that.

Mr. J1. If. SMITH: We are sincere on this
side of the House. On the other hand, we
know there is nothing but subterfuge and
funning displayed by members on the Gov-
eminment side. We knowv the Minister for
Mines and those %vith him merely serve the
public with platitudes. I have given sonme
indication of what I mean by that. Govern-
ment mr'mlmers say they are going to uplift
their fellowmnen, but I hanve shown that their
tetians are indicative of a contrary result.
Yistead of the wag-e-earners being helped to
a higher rung of the ladder, they find them-
Selves still on the lowest. The Government
party has no use for old Bill Bowyangs.
They want the other fellow!

There should be no necessity to refer to
another mnatter, but I shall do so in pass;ing.
We know what action the Federal Govern-
ment has taken rotarding petrol supplies,
and the public has been urged to make use
of substitutes. In that I see the South-
West securiner at last one industry of im-
portance. The only proper position for a
power alcohol factory is at Collie in the
South-West. An abundance of wheat runs
through that centre dail 'y during the haulage
steason. There is a honntiful water supply
and coal necessary for the production of

power. In fact, everything essential for the
requirements of at power alcohol factory is
available at Collie. I am satisfied, therefore,
that at last we shall have in the South-West
one important secondary industry.

I think the Premier and his Ministers owe
Parliament some explanation in connection
with harbour facilities for the South-West.
Some explanation is certainly due to those
who have met in conference in the South-
West for years past. For as many years
we have been fighting to secure an outlet for
the products of that section of the State.
We do not seem to be able to get any f ur-
ther with our proposals. It is said that to
construct a proper harbour at Bunbury is
quite impossible. The member for Albany
('Mr. Hill) will always be prepared to en-
dorse that statement.

Mr. Wilmott: What About Busselton 7
Mr. J. H. SMTITH: The position at Bus-

selton is a damned sight worse, because there
is nothing there at all except a long jetty
that stretches out into the ocean. The fact
has been established that the timber industry
ig progressing by leaps and bounds. Over-
time is being paid throughout, and it is al-
most impossible to secure the necessary
timber workers. Three additional larger mills
arc be-ing provided in my district. Two
have already been built and another
is nearly completed. They will provide
additional employment for hundreds of
m'en, and as a result of the expansion
of the trade, there will be room for many
thousands of settlers in the wonderfally fer-
tile country in the forest belt. As a matter
of fact, there is a fine harbour available
almost at our very doors.

All our produets can go right past Bun-
bury and find an adequate outlet elsewhere.
If it is impossible to provide satisfactory
harbour facilities for Bunbury, we are not
much concerned, for we do not owe Bnhury
anything. What wie really require is a har-
bour so situated as to avoid all tht heavy
haulage costs that are now incarred. We
have such an opportunity in the direct route
from the timber mills to Flinders Bay. With-
in a radius of 40 miles all the products could
be despatched to that bay where the facili-
ties are so extensive that the whole of the
British fleet could anchor there with safety.
That bay should have been developed years
ago, and that is what we must still strive to
achieve. Doubtless vested interests will op-
pose the project, and we shall have to fight
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bard to secure our end. That may not come
about in my time, but ultimately Flinders
Bay will be the harbour through which all
the products from that part of the State
will be shipped. I have nothing more to
say, Mr. Speaker, except that if I have
ruffled the feelings of some of my friends
opposite, they will appreciate that I never
scratch their hacks, as somte other members.
do. If I have indeed ruffled their feelings,
I advise them to take a course of "Warner's
Safe Cure."

MR. GROSS (Canning) [5.20]: Since we
met last session I regret, iii common with
the member for Nelson (M1r. J. H1. Smith),
the passing of our former colleague, the
late G. .1. Lanmbert. I feel that the State
has suistained a loss through being deprived
of the advantage of his knowledge of the
minerals of Western Australia. A long time
wtill probably elapse before we will have the
benefit of another member with an equally
extensive knowledge of the outback areas.
We also miss another old friend in the
former Chief "Hansard" Reporter, MrT.
Romaciotti, who has retired from that posi-
tion. I sincerely hope he -will be spared f or
many years to enjoy good health and rest.

I regret, too, the fact that we enter upon
the present Address-in-reply debate while
the world is; still under the shadow of war.
Although hostilities have been in progress
for over 20 months, I find it difficult to
suggest whether the war is much nearer the
end than it was in the earlier stages.

Mr. Wilson- Give us some optimism!
Mr. CROSS: Members wilt recollect that

in November, 1939, 1 forecast that the -war
would be decisively fought out in the Middle
East and that involved in it would be Rus-
sia, Persia, Iran and the countries con-
tiguous to the Black Sea. What influenced
me in that prediction was that Germany,
having no lubricating oil, would be bound
to endeavour to secure supplies sooner or
later. Contrary to the views expressed by
the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat),
'who suggested that the war would end in a
few months' time, I believe that develop-
ments within the next two weeks will deter-
mine 'whether the war will proceed for a
few months or for a few years. The posi-
tion is indeed critical, and it behaves every
member of Parliament to do his utmost
in advancing the nation's fullest effort to

bring the present great war to a successful
conclusion. Although it has been in progress
for nearly two years, we are possibly
in greater danger now than we were
earlier in the piece. Obviously a nation
north of Australia now menaces our shores.
While a great deal has been done by the
Federal Government in a muddling way, I
am afraid its effo-rt to assist in winning the
war hasr involved the making of many mis-
takes. At this stage it is just as well for
even the State Parliament to take stock of
what is likely to happen, and make pro-
vision for the future. To attempt to in-
dulge in forecasting may be considered fool-
ish, because the unexpected always happens
in wartime. Respecting what may happen
when hostilities cease, in some directions we
can be sure, just as we know that the sun
will set tomorrow. During the VUrrent debate
references have been made to rises in the
basic wage. Just as certainly as; the sun will
set tomorrow, we can be confident that the
longer the war continues the greater will
be the increase in the basgic wage. There is
again a tendency to refer to the vicious
circle and allusions to the basic wage be-
ginning to chase its tail, represented by ris-
ing costs.

lon. C. G. Lathamn: It has been doing
that all the time. You have not awakened
to it;, that is the only difference.

Mr. CROSS: Recently the President of
the State Arbitration Court had something
to say along those lines when announcing an
increase. In the report in the "Daily News"
we find the following:-

So the destructive race continues of wages
chasing prices until somnethinig is dlone to stop
the icioLus spiral.

That is the view of President Dwyer.
Rising prices. are due to a definite cauise,
and, in my opinion, the removal of that
cause is entirely outside the power, or pro-
vince, of any Government, State or Federal,
either here or in Great Britain. I believe
the increase in the cost of living is the result
of a definite process, and that the increased
cost is not due to the fault of any Covern-
meat but is attributable entirely to the in-
creasing volume of the national debt with
the consequent augmented interest charges.
Members can turn to historical records to
learn the lesson involved. Should they do
so, they will find that for hundreds of
year-, a process of depreciation in the
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purchasing power of money has been pro-
ceeding continuously. This has been
caused by the increased public debt and
the added interest charges involved. In
every country, as the public receive the
benefit of increased wage or salary pay-
ments, so the value of money has de-
creased. War always tends to give
this process of depreciation a tremen-
dous Silip, and it is entirely outside
the power of any Government to pre-
vent what is really a natural process. As
soon as any nation embarks upon war, it
commences to raise huge sums of mioney.
As a sequence, interest charges increase,
with the natural result that taxation is
largely augmented. That not only hap-
pened during the last war, but is happen-
ing again in this war, Naturally the
workers of the community, having to pay
increased taxation, which definitely raises
the cast of living, demand increased wages,
iii order to keep uip with the increased
living cost and (ounter the fall in the value
of money.

To illustrate my point I will go back in
the history of Australia. I will prove
definitely that never again will Western
Australia, or Australia, revert to pre-war
basic wrages or to present rates of wages.
The total public debt of Australia on the
30th June, 1913, was £7,430,949. After
the conclusion of the last war, and getting
down to the 30th June, 1929, the total of
Federal and State debts of Australia had
increased to £1,116,834,298; and by that
time Australia had to face an annual in-
terest bill of £28,181,000. From then Lip

to the 31st Mfarch, 1941, the combined na-
tional debts of the Sttces and the Corn-
Monwreplth, inclusive of some £43,000,000
owing to New York, amounted to
£1,402,700,352, and the annual interest bill
was £49,139,729. 1 wish it to be noticed
that even in peace time Australia's annual
interest bill had increased by nearly
£21,000,000. Since the present war began,
huge sums of money have been borrowed.
Our national debt is increasing and taxa-
tion is increasing as well. Thus it will
obvionsly be impossible for our people to
revert to pre-war rates of income and con-
tinue to live at the samne standard, and also
to pay current taxation. That is not
peculliar to Australia. The same thing has
happened in Great Britain. Indeed, it

affects all countries, irrespective of whether
they take part in the war or not. In order
to prove that the same position obtains
at Home, I mention that in 1913 Great
Britain bad the largest revenue in its his-
tory, amounting to some £199,000,000. In
1918 Britain's public debt, which prior to
the last war amounted to £400,000,000, had
grown to £7,821,000,000. Britain's interest
bill in 1918 was more than twice the
amount of her revenue in 1913. That year's
interest hill amounted to £453,000,000.
Three weeks ago the national debt of
Great Britain stood at £1,500,000,000,000.
It had nearly doubled since the commence-
ment of the present war. And as the war
continues the indebtedness will increase.

Mr. Sampson: In what manner?
Mr. CROSS: I shall give a simple illus-

tration showing that it is impossgible for the
wage earners of this country to revert to
pre-war rates of income, while paying the
new rates of taxation which will be needed
to keep the nation on an even financial
keel. For the sake of argument let
uq assume that prior to the war E6
jumn had an income of £3 per week,
which he divided into four equal parts, on
three parts of which hie had to live, and
the remaining part going to the Govern-
mnent by way of taxation to meet interest
and sinking fund charges. In that event
the Government would get 15s. per week
from the man. But this is what will
happen; the basic wage will increase and
rates of wages will increase, so that the
man will just he able to retain the same
percentage, but will be no better off, be-
cause the value of money will have depre-
ciated. Assuming that be then receives
£5 a week and still splits his income into
four parts, the Government taking one-
qluarter, then the Government, instead of
getting If5s. Per week, would get 215s., and
thus lie enabled to mect its debts. That
process has been going on unaltered for
hundreds of years.

Mr. Sampson: What do you sugg~st to
stop it?7

Mr. CROSS: In the past some countries
have used dubious methods in order to rid
themselves of their national debts, be-
cause those enormous debts with their
heavy interest charges would become a
millstone round the neck of every indus-
try, particularly those industries compet-

183
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ing with the outside world in the race for
trade. Members will recollect the action
taken after the last war by Germany in
order to rid herself of her tremendous debt.
Germany speeded up the depreciation pro-
cess. Members will recall that the Ger-
man Government took charge of all exports
for the purpose of securing and con-
trolling exchange. Nothing could be sent
out of Germany unless the exchange
passted through the Reichsbank. Thc
German Government depreciated the mark
eove', night, and in that way, although
the process ruined millions; of the German
people, thle country quickly got rid of its
internal debt. What did the Germans do
then? Instead of putting their money into
indlustry, they used it mainly to build up
that mi litary machine which to-dlay menaces
the whole of the eivilised world.

I hold that the tine is ripe not only fat'
the Federal Parliament but also for this
Parliament to take steps for the setting up
of anl authority to prepare for this, one of
the greatest of post-war problems.

Mr. Wilson: What would You do?

Mr. CROSS: Whatever we do, we cannot
arrest this process of depreciation in the
purchasing power of money. It will con-
tinue. What is the real value of our money
now, since the last wvar? Although an
effort was made, nothing could he dlone
to stol) the fall in the value of money,
becauise the bankers, and financiers in gene-
ral, probably realised too late that the pur-
chasing power of it good deal of their cash
was gone. It is important to note that the
change in money values is unable to do
three things: it cannot destroy the fertility
of the soil, it cannot destroy our man
power or our factories or oar machines. It
represents merely at relative change in values.
All sorts of schemes will be put up in vari-
ous countries to get rid of the burden of
debt. There may be a suggestion to wipe
the slate, and that might be a good thing-
if the wvhole world did it. TBnt the position
has to be faced;- we have to meet what I say
will definitely happen. The position will
have to be met by the export industries of
Western Australia in particular. The ex-
port of wheat, wool, metals and other things
is going to constitute a race with other
countries for the trade of the world. Those
countries which are in the best position by
reason of the smallness of their internal

debts will succeed most quickly. Every
country will be affected.

I consider that we should have an auitho-
rity to prepare for meeting that position.
That is one of the greatest post-war prob-
lems we shall have to face. In my opinion
it is of the highest national importance that
we take the right steps to recover the mar-
kets we have had. But we shall be faced
with something more. During the last war
this State sent some 32,000 men overseas.
The present war is not over, and by this
time we have already sent nearly 29,000 men
overseas. When this war finishes, many of
those maca will return, and we must be ready
to rehabilitate them in profitable industries.
Therefore if an authority is set up, we
should make plans for that eVeiLtuality now.
Profitable works should he put in hand. In
my belief all the European countries will be
compelled to embark on huge building
schemes. Western Australia should prepare
a large housing scheme, for I believe the
wvar will he followed by a great deal of emi-
gration. M.%any new people will be looking
for a new life in Australia, We have to
be ready to receive them. We must ascertain
what industries are best to develop so as to
absorb those migrants.

Mr. Sampson: We should also give our
own hoys the chance to learn a trade.

M1r. CROSS: Many other things could be
taken into consideration. Although a tre-
mendous amount has already been done by
the Australian Governments, especially the
Commonwealth Government, one of whose
tasks is to conduct the wvar, our Australian
Governments, like most British Governments,
have made serious bluinders. Members may
recollect that I had something to say early
last session with regard to th then petrol
position. The war had been going on for
a good many months before thle Federal
Government woke up to the importance of
liquid fuel in the life of our nation.
When the Glovernment first started petrol ra-
tioning it. issued a decree forbidding any man
to kecep more than 40 gallons of petrol in his
garage, on penalty of a heavy fine. I con-
demned that attitude, holding the opinion
thalt since petrol is the lifeblood of any nation,
steps should he taken to secure and store as
widely as possible all the petrol we could ob-
talin. But the Federal Government bungled
the matter and has been bungling it ever
since. The action taken in regard to petrol
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supplies 'vill go down as one of the biggest
bungles of the war. Let us examine the
existing position.

The Federal Government appointed a
Liquid Fuel Board and a branch of that
board was established in this State. West-
ern Australia lent some of its best officers to
control the situation here. However, the
Federal Government did not say to the repre-
sentatives of the hoard in this State, "You
have so much petrol and you know the re-
quniremients of Western Australia. Treat the
State as fairly as possible in the best inter-
ests of the whole community." Instead, the
Federal Government said "You have no dis-
cretion." Another decree was issued to the
effect that people in a certain category
should rnceive so much petrol and that on
the 1st Aug-ust certain sections should have
their supply diminished. There was to be
no variation. Tt was a decree. What Wvab
the effectI It was simply stupid. Chaos was
created and the decree will go a long way to
ruin 1 eople wvho should not be ruined. 1
will give an example of what has happened
in my owvn electorate.

Cue primary producer in my district has
one of the State's largest dairies. The firm
has a igh delivery round and, in addition,
cools and transports the milk of sev-
eral other producers. As no other
transport is available this firm, in order
to save petrol for the other producers.
carts their milk to the city. It used
to employ two one-ton trucks and a Morris
Par. With a view to reducing the consumip-
tion of petrol, the firm re-orgainised its round
and sold one of the trucks. At the beginning
special licenses were necessary, but when the
1st August came no more special licenses
were granted and the allowance of petrol for
the remaining truck was cut down from 90
gallons to 54 gallons a mouth, and that was
not the first cut. The firm was told that it
would have to get a gas producer and the
allowance for the Morris ear was reduced
from 31 gallons to 19 gallons. It was told
that there would] be no 'fore special con-
sideration. The Fuel Board declared it was
governed by a decree from the Federal Gov-
erment, and that no more special licenses
would be granted until the firm could instal
a gas producer. Consequently a gas pro.
ducer was promptly Ordered. I saw the
Liquid Fuel Board this week and pointed
out that a gas producer could be secured in
.six weeks. I asked if a special license could
he granted until the producer was secured,

anid was informed, "It cannot be granted."
The result is that to-morrow the firm. will
have no petrol. That is the consideration
the people of this State are getting from the
bunglers in the Federal Government which
has failed to give the Liquid Fuel Board any
discretion, and governs the position by issu-
ing a decree from Canberra.

Air. McDonald: The board is given discre-
tion.

Mr. CROSS: The board says it has none
at all.

Mr. McDonald: It says it has and exer-
cisesi it.

Alr. CROSS: For the information of the
lion, member T might say the decree wvas
read to me by the Chairman of the Liquid
Fuel Board, MrIt. Millen, and I repeat that
the board has, no discretion. The situation
was clearly exp~lained to mie.

Mr. Needham:n The board had discretion,
hutl ins becen depived of it.

Hlon. C. G. Lathanm: The board has a.
limited discretionary power.

Mr. CROSS: It is very limited, then. Mr.
Millen read the deece to ine and I listened
carefully. He said that in no circumstances
-no mutter w-hat hardships, might he created
-could the ollowvanee of poet be increased.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Ire treated you
pretty well.

Mr. CROSS : The fault cannot bie laid at
the door of thev local officers, but at the door
of the Federal Government that issued the
decree. I understand the positioui. That is
the story I had from the Fuel Board and I
am satisfied that what I was told is correct.
The decree came under the seal of the Chair-
man of the Fuel Board in the Eastern
States. In some areas in my electorate there
is no form of public transport but there
are several storekeepers in the district who
have to deliver their goods to customers who
place weekly orders with them. Those Store-
keepers have also had their petrol supply
reduced. T1le way in which the Federal
Government has managed the petrol busi-
ness is disgraceful. If the job had been
done properly when the writing was on the
wall IS months ago there would have been
ample supplies of petrol for all require-
meats in this State. The Government is
making a holy mess of the distribution of
the limited supplies that are available. I
hope that the member representing the Fed-
eral Government on the Liquid Fuel Board
will make representations to the Govern-
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ment suggesting that the local board be
given discretion to deal with the position as
they, know it to be. All that has been done
lmas been done at the expense of the people
of Western Australia and to the advantag'e
of residents of Sydney and Melbourne.

There is another matter upon which I
wish to comment. The Federal Government
has bungled not only the petrol rationing. I
heard the member for Nelson (Mr . H.
Smith) saying nice things about the Apple
and Pear Board. He is one of the few
people who consider that the actions of the
board have been a success in this State.
People in the greater metropolitan area con-
sider-and quite a number of people in the
hon. member's electorate with whom I have
discussed the position think the same-that
when the board was faced with the position
that apples could not be exported, it should
have fixed a local price that the people of
the State could afford to pay. Had the prie
been fixed at 5s. a case, thousands more
eases wvould have been sold. As the shipping
situation becomes worse and cold storage is
increasingly limited I venture to suggest
that the Apple and Pear Board will be com-
pelled, in order to dispose of its surplus
stock, to reduce the price to one within the
means of the people.

The Apple and Pear Board has been re-
sponsible for another stupid action. In the
past many growers were in the habit of giv-
ing windf ails to institutions, but that has
been stopped. I went through the apple dis-
tricts 12 months ago and saw thousands of
tons of aplples still on the trees and under
the trees going to waste. That is the great-
est scandal in the history of any State. The
growers could not sell a case or even a
pound of apples. I was told I would have
to go to Bridgetown to be supplied and
would have to pay Ss. 6d. a case. I was 60
miles from Bridgetown so I did not go
there. There should be some change in the
position.

Reference was made by the member for
Nelson to the need for the construction of
air raid shelters. I remind him that in the
most vulnerable portion of the State-the
metropolitan area-it will be an easy matter
to make air raid shelters. The safest place
would probably be in the people's back-
yards. Not much trouble would be involved
in digging a trench in the sand and securing
a few pieces of timber to put over the top-
Experience in England has shown that when

air raid shelters have been -hit by bombs
considerable damage has been done and many
people have been killed. Shelters are not
meant particularly to prevent direct hits,
but to protect people from flying shrapnel.
Most people could construct satisfactory
shelters, under the supervision of air raid
wardens and A.R.P. workers, and that
would be better than establishing big shel-
ters in the city area.

1 would like to know what action is being
taken by the Federal Government to stop
bombers from coming here. I do not think
there will be any considerable invasion of
this Stlate by bombers, but what may hap-
pen, particularly if the Japanese enter the
wvar, is that Japan may send one or two
destroyers down the coast and from about
100 mi les out at sea the vessels will cata-
pult two or three planes to bomb Perth and
Fremantle. I do not know how many anti-
aircraft gulls we have in this State.. I have
not seen any in Perth, but if there are not
any we should have some because the provi-
sion of effective measures to hinder the
enemy's progress is the best means of pre-
venting any damage to the city and injury to
the people. There may be plenty of fighting
planes, but I think we would feel a lot safer
if we knew-and the people all over As
tralia, would like to know-that measures
are being taken to ensure that all the
States arc being adequately protected by
effective anti-aircraft guns and other de-
fensive weapons. The fire services of the
metropolitan area are reasonably ade-
quate for peacetime conditions, but if
three or four planes scattered incen-
diary bombs we would not have enough
fire-fighting machinesi or men to cope
with the outbreaks. The existing equipment
would probably be able to deal with three
or four large fires in the metropolitan area,
but a hostile attack might result in a hun-
dred fires being started almost simul-
taneously. To protect the lives and property
of the people against enemy attack is the re-
sponsibility of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and I would like to know what steps
are being taken by it. The Federal Gover-
ment should immediately arrange to obtain
more machines, though difficulty might be
experienced nowv in getting up-to-date fire
engines. Action should have been taken long
ago to make provision for meeting a con-
tingency of this kind.
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I direct the attention of the Minister for
Child Welfare to the fact that the Child
Endowment scheme, long overdue, has been
put into operation by the Commonwealth.
What action is being taken by the State Gov-
ernment to ensure that the endowment pay-
ments are being made to the institutions
that care for children I Such institutions as
the Methodist Children's Home, Salvation
Army Home, Clontarf Orphanage and even
Sister Kate's Home, should get the benefit
of the child endowment of 5s. per child per
week. These children have been maintained
by contributions from the State, and with all
the calls on the pockets of the people for
patriotic purposes, the institutions have
found it hard to get sufficient money to aug-
ment the Government grant so that the child-
ren may be properly cared for. The insti-
tutions need the extra few shillings rcpre-
sentedl by the endowment, and the State
Government should endeavour to get the
Commionwvealth to make the money available.

Even though war is raging oversen, there
are somne works that should not be ne-
glected. During the last wreek or two my at-
tention has been drawn to the condition of
three school playgrounds, one in my district
and the others in Victoria Park. During the
wet weather recently experienced a ferry
boat was almost necessary to negotiate sec-
tions of playgrounds where the heavy rains
had washed away the gravel. At one school
a brick wall was washed out. A bricklayer
effected repairs but left a hole from -which

-he bad taken the sand required, and any-
body crossing that part ran the risk of
breaking his neck.

Ron. C. G. Latham: Is that a war matter?
Mr'. CROSS: It is a pity the hon. member

is not at the war. Many pounds may often
he saved by finding a little money for imme-
diate repairs. I hope action will be taken
to deal with the problems I have mentioned.
Other questions effecting my electorate will
be dealt with by me wrhen the Estimates are
being discussed.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [6.6]: His
Excellency's Speech points out that the war
situation continues to be very serious. Every
member feels desirous of doing everything
possible at this ritagc to help his country.
One member has decided that the best way
he can help is by serving in the A.I.F. We
can assure his constituents that their in-
terests will not suffer from the fact that

[s]

their member has thought it his duty to
undertake strenuous service oversea. Other
members of Parliament and their women-
folk are feeling deeply the present troub-
bous times. On this account nobody should
criticise the Government whether Common-
wealth or State, on party lines. Anything
I say will be offered by way of suggestion
to the Government, hoping that it may be
of some assistance in dealing with the affairs
of the State in those critical times.

My first suggestion is that the Govern-
meat should set up some permanent com-
mittees consisting of members of this House.
One useful committee could consider legis-
lation of a non-party nature that would he
of advantage to the State. A joint select
committee sat during the recess to consider
the provisions of the Companies Hill, which
I understand will be dealt with this session.
As a member of that committee I feel that
a very successful job has been done for the
State. Other necessary amending measures
should receive careful consideration before
they are introduced, and, if a committee were
appointed to consider the proposals, bene-
ficial work could be done. The Bills of
Sale Act has been in need of amendment
and consolidation for years. As a profes-
sional man, I know that many citizens are
put to great expense because various laws
are not sufficiently clear- and definite regard-
ing the intention of Parliament.

Much has been said about petrol ration-
ing. Gas producers will probably have to
be used more extensively, even for work in
the city. I do not know what advice the
Minister for Industrial Development has
had about gas producer plants, but I
understand that there is a tendency
for a gas-driven engine to stall and
that a good deal of trouble is involved
to get it running again. The Government
should consider 'whether the traffic regala-
tions could be eased. I should like to see
an experiment made to determine whether
pointsmen are necessary. If some of the
present restrictions were removed, gas pro-
ducer plants would probably be used more
largely in the city.

In some parts of the world it has been
demonstrated that national governments are
more efficient in times of stress than are
party governments. I suggest that a national
government would be more efficient at any
time. I should like to see adopted the sys-
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tent of elective ministries. The democratic
system is on its trial; the electors are very
tired of I-arty politics. It is generally ad-
mnitted that for war purposes at least a
dictatorship is more effective, but I believe
that an elective ministry, probably on the
Swiss principle whereby the best men in
Parliament could be elected by the House,
would give a better form of government.

Honi. C. G. Latham: That does not exclude
the party system. The two Houses meet and
select the Ministers.

Mfr. ABBOTT: But the Ministry does not
resign after an adverse vote in the House.
If a, M1inistry were elected by secret ballot
and did not have to resign after an adverse
vote, organised bodies could not exert on the
Governmnent the pressure that is brought to
bear under our system. Any party is liable
to be influenced by large followings that are
closely organised.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.20 p~m.

M1r. ABBO0TT: I suggest to the House
that the principle of elective ministries
would be an improvement on the present
position. All through the past, evolutions
of Parliaments have occurred. in the 14th
century I believe there was a Parliament
known as "The Drunken Parliament," be-
cause the majority of members, including
the Speaker, were habitually drunk. Later
on there was what was known as "The Dia-
bolical Parliament." That was even worse
than the other. It was tantamount to get-
ting the death penalty to oppose anything
the authorities wished to have done. That
was not so good. In the 17th century there
was a Speaker who had the misfortune tc
be obliged to accept a motion that he had
been guilty of bribery. I understand the
motion was carried unanimously. I think
when we took round this Chamber wt: c:ia
all agree that a considerabb., iniutwvenent
has taken place since the 4days of which I
speak. There is, however, room for further
improvement.

Theo Minister for Lands: There was a legal
Parliament, too, at that time.

Mr- ABBOTT: I did not like to mention
it. As the Minister for Works has often
s;aid, it is the responsibility of the Goavern-
ment to govern the country. That means a
coterie of Ministers is dominating this Cham-
ber, which is supposed to govern the country.

Their own members follow them like pup-
pets, having very little to say and very little
to do. The Opposition is able to say what it
likes, but can play very little part in the
actual government of the country. Suich a
State of affairs would be altered by a system
of elective ministries. 'Members of the public
are very tired of petty party politics, of
people saying things with their tongues in
their cheeks, wvell knowing that what they
say is not the truth. We often hear outside
Parliament people saying, "That must have
been done purely for party reasons." The
public is more and miore prone to select can-
didates not so much for the political party
they follow as for the value of the indi-
vidual. I suggest. to the Government it has
had rather a bitter lesson in the results of
the Yilgarni-Coolgordie election. The electors
refused to accept a man who "'as thrown at
them, but have accepted a local resident who
is probably well known in the district.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: It is a long way
between Ora Banda and Southern Cross.
There is not so much in the locality question
there.

M1r. ABBOTT: A good deal has been said
about the new order. The Minister for
Labour is reported to have said that if there
was to he a real change and a new order
after tire war, there must also be a spiritual
or mental change on the part of the people.

The Minister for Mines: Quite right, too.
Mr. ABBOTT: The proper time to start

such a change is with 'the children of to-day.
The homes of some children are sometimes.
lacking in the guidance that is necessary it~
they are to get the best out of life. Young-
sfers are constantly being sent home from
school because they are said to be too dirty
to sit in class. Time after time children are
sent home, and complaints are made by the
teachers to the Child Welfare Department.
The officials of that departmepnt say that that
is not necessarily a sign of negleet, and that
therefore the matter has nothing to do with
them. What must be the effect upon the mind
of the child who has to he sent away from his
or her classmates through, what I submit, is
neglect on the part, probably, of the par-
ents? The Government might be well ad-
vised to have welfare officers appointed,
whose duty it would be to see the parents
of such children, and ascertain from them
what the trouble is and why the yonngsters.
are neglected.
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Mr. Fox: Where do these things occur 9

Mr. ABBOTT: If the hon. member will
see inc afterwards I will give him particu-
lars. 'I have not overstated the position.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We must get that
file.

Mr. ABBOTT: If the hon. member will do
that, he will see what is upon it.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: We can do that.
Mr. ABBOTT: When the Minister for

Labour stated that we must first secure a
change in the spiritual and mental outlook
of the people, he spoke the truth. The great
majority of the members of the community
do not ask for a great deal of the country,
but they do ask for the opportunity to he
given constant employment so that they may
be relieved of the worries of procuring
enough income on which to maintain their
homnes. That is essential. It is the accepted
policy of every Parliament that people
shall be given means to enjoy a reason-
able amrount of recreation. I suggest that
opportunities for reasonable recreation are
not given as yet to many people.

Mr. Needhamn: What about reasonable re-
muneration?9

Mr. ABBOTT: I want both those things
for the people, hut they should first have re-
creation. Of what use is an extra Gd. a
week to them if they have not time f or
enjoyment? Many people, also, have no
opportunity to indulge in a fortnight's holi-
day per annum, during which they may have
rest and recreation. That is something they
should be able to look forward to.

Mr. Doney: I hope you are referring to
farmers.

Mr. ABBOTiT: They need a holiday am
much as does anyone else. People want to
have a feeling of security, and the peave of
mind that goes with it. They want to be
able to enjoy life as others do, hut all too few
persons arc able to do that at present. Very
often when sections of the people do get an
increase of 6d. a week, I think it would be
better for them if they had a fortnight's holi-
day instead.

MR. WITHERS (Bunhury) [7.401: Por-
tions, at all events, of the Licnt.-Govornor's
Speech appear to take a trend similar to that
which has been taken in years gone by. I
find it very difficult during the trying period
through which we are passing to concentrate
very much on State polities. One's mind is
attracted to national and international affairs

to such an extent that State politics sink into
the background. That is demonstrated by
the fact that we are to-day more than ever
subservient to control by the Federal Ad-
iigtration. The Federal Government has

taken upon itself the responsibilities attached
to the war on behalf of all the States, which
are expected, however, to carry on their
ordinairy governmental activities during the
war period. The States, of course, have their
limitations, more than is apparent at any
other time. With all due respect to the talk
from the Opposition about taxation, I say it
must be realised that we are not getting from
the Federal Government the money that we
received in the past. The Premier is now
attendinLoan Council meetings in tho
Eastern States, and we understand that
Wlertern Australia has had to suffer a
further cut in Federal grants.

mr. Seward: You must admit that he has
'onne well.

Mr. WITHERS: I do. When the Premier
returns, he will doubtless be able to explain
the position, All this may he clear to niem-
he-s who are more or less conversant with
t'e trend of affairs concerning the carrying
on of governmental activities. People out-
sinle, however, may not possess the same
knowledlge that we do of What is happening.
When they hear it stated, as has been said
in the past, that the Premier has had to
forgo a certain amount of money from the
Loan Council in order to assist the Federal
Government in its war effort, what are they
to tinkf We in this House understand the
rr.-ens for that. The man on what is known
as relief work, he who is not getting full-time
work, asks, "Why is this money forgone to
" -~ Fr'leral sphere when our own State has
not sufficient with Which to keep its people
i" full-time work " The Premier will doubt-
le-s hip able to answer that question. It is
risential that be should do so, seeing that
the e are people who are not engaged in full-
ti-e work because that the State has not
sufficient money with which to provide that
emplo ,yment. I understand that by reason
of our foregoing so much money to the
Fede-al sphere, the Government of Australia
has made itself responsible for providing
f"11]-tim- work for a considerable number of
men who were being employed by the State
on relief undertakings. Tf that is so and

;'i made known to people outside, I think
0,-ei Will be getting their quid pro quo for
the money that has been given up by the
Premier.
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I shall now deal with the Isieut.-Gover-
nor's Speech. As it was read on the opening
day, it may not have appealed to individual
members; but fortunately copies were de-
livered to us.

The Minister for Mines: And we ceased
to listen.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. In my opinion,
the Speech, so far as concerns its ideals,
surpasses any that we have previously lis-
tened to. But where will ideals get us if we
have not the ability to realise them?~ I ad-
mire the sentiment of the Speech and trust
that, when peace comes, we shall be able
to achieve the laudable objects mentioned in
it. I propose first to deal with civil defence.
The Speech in this connection states-

The Civil Defence Council, appointed under
the powers con ferred by the Civil 1)efenre Act
passed last session, is steadily evolving
measures for the protection of the civil popu-
lation, and public and private property. The
organisation is progressing smoothly and effec-
tively and is achieving good results.

I have taken an active interest in civil de-
fence since its inception. Having attended
the first course of lectures, I claim to know
a little of the inside working of civil defence
from a warden's viewpoint. I draw atten-
tion to the question recently asked by the
member for 'Nedlands (Hon. N. K~eenan)
and to the reply of the Minister, relating to
Government expenditure under the Civil
Defence (Emergency Powers) Act. In his
reply the Minister said the sum of £2,458
10s. had been spent on equipment and £684
on salaries and allowances. I question whe-
ther there has been sufficient expenditure on
civil defence, My experience has been that
the greater part of the money has been
spent in the metropolitan area. For two
years past we in Bunbury and other out-
centres have been doing our part in connec-
tion with air raid precautions work. At first
we found it difficult to get the people at
Bunbury interested, Then we got enough
people to form a class and soon we were
able to form an additional class. At present
in Bunbury there are 100 trained wardens,
of whom 60 are in active work. Although
the operations in the metropolitan area are
satisfactory-

The Minister for Mines: I would not quite
say that, either.

Mr. WITHERS: Up to a point they are.
That does not apply to the out-districts.
Whilst attending a course of lectures under
Captain Dean, I realised that we were study-

ing a work applicable to London and other
huge cities, and possibly to Perth, but cer-
tainly not to small country centres. Per-
haps it was thought that there would be
no need to take air raid precautions in re-
mote places. I was head warden for about
six months until the commencement of the
last session of Parliament, when I had to
relinquish the position. I received messages
and letters from the head office with respect
to a certain organisation that had not been
established, but when I asked for further in-
formation it was not supplied. I discussed
the matter with the head warden in Bun-
bury only recently and he is experiencing
the difficulty I passed through.

The Minister for Mines: He cannot get
satisfactory replies to letters?

M5r. WITHERS: He receives letters, hut
they are not applicable to the district. I
am not blaming Professor Bayliss, -Mr. Wil-
kinson and other people connected with the
inner organisation. I am aware of their
difficulties, hut I realise that the money now
being expended will not bear the same fruit
as it would if some of it were allocated to
the out-districts. I received a report last
Wednesday upon the exercises by the A.PX.P.
men at Bunbury; they had been out digging
ditches. They are doing all they possibly
can to acquire experience, but the infor-
mation they get is not up to date. Possibly
some of this money could he made available
to our head warden to permit him to come
to Perth and obtain additional training; or
perhaps someone could be sent from Perth
to Bunbury to help our organisation. We
do not know, nor can we obtain the infor-
mation, who is responsible for certain opera-
tions should anything actually happen. Our
traffic is not controlled by the police but
by the municipal council and we have only
one traffic inspector. When we asked the
head office of the Civil Defence Council who
should take control of the traffic, we received
the reply, "Carry on as usual." Imagine
what that means!I Bunbury has a population
of 6,000 People; it has only one traffic in-
spector, who would have to take charge of
700 or 800 motor vehicles. He knows
nothing about traffic control beyond what is
contained in the traffic regulations. He has
had no A.R.P. training whatever. I say to
the Minister that that state of affairs must
be altered.

Mr. Doney: The hon. member would find
that the people would all get away from
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JBunbnry by the same route. They would
travel inland.

Mr. WITHERS: That is all very well.
Should a fire break out, our organisation
would have no control over the fire bri-
gade. We are not actually co-operating
with the brigade, nor are they co-operating
with us. We do not know what is defence
work, what is police work, what is fire-
men 's work, and what are the duties of
thle A.R.P. wardens. We have men who
have devoted their evenings for the past
two years to a study of AM.N.P work and
to taking courses in first aid. They have
p assed examinations and are doing every-
thing they possibly can, but they do not
know what their obligations wvill be should
anything actually happen. I give this in-
formation to the House so that the Minister
will know that everything possible is not
being done for A.R.P. organisations. Re-
cently I wvent to Geraldton-I was wearing
my badge at the time-and found very little
organisation there. I spoke to at prom inent
person from Albany and he told me it was
the dead season in Albany. At least we in
'Bunbury have taken great interest in this
work. My desire is to impress upon the
Minister the position in which these organ-
isations are placed.

I shall now deal with war work. The
Speech says-

('ozupreliensive evidenee wals presented to a
commuittee established by the Commonwealth
Government to inquire into tile productive pos-
sibilities of tine State in relation to wvar work,
and important results have already beet.
.achieved.
This is the part that appeals to me-

The greatest credit is due to the men who
are giving so freely of their knowledge, time
mund skill to ensure that everything will be dlone
to support the fighting services with the best
that can be suppliedl.

Why is that so? To help the nation be-
cause it is at wvar! But is not this nation
ours When not at war? Should not these
men give of their heat in peace time for
the benefit of the nation? Is a blood bath,
a world war, required to make us realise
that we have men of ability? Is it only
during a war that we should askc them
to do their best? The nation is in peril
to-day because it is at war. The nation
was in peril years ago wrhen we were at
peace, and when we wvere. in some respects,
passing through a worse time, because but

little money' was in circulation. To-day
money is in circulation. The same people
are in the world to-day as were in it 10
years ago; the same people who to-day are
finding the money created a world depres-
sion 10 years ago. We had peace then,
but we also had poverty. God forbid that
those days should ever return!l What is
said in His Excellency's Speech about the
post-war period should be taken seriously.
We should not at this time be talking here
to our electors. The day of electioneering
speeches in the House is past. We have
something more to do. Our job, post-war
reconstruction, is before us. Do not let
us make a failure of it. Let us have a
world that is worth while; let us have an
objective to work for. Not only should
we suggest that, but we should endeavour
by all means to achieve results. We have
Men trained in industry, organisation,
finance, and in other spheres. Their ser-
vices have been availed of by the nation
for the, puirpose of assisting- in the war
effort, while our other mien have gone out
to defend our democracy. The democracy
that calls for defence in war time is also
worthy of aid in times of peace. I shall
deal with that phase inl relation to techni-
cal education later on, but I shall pass
over it for the moment. I find this in the
Lieu t-Governor's Speech-

Post-war reconstruction will involve the
pinecing of many men inl industry.. .
I hope it will. That is what we require.

Mr. Wilson: Have you work for them?

Mr. WITHERS: We should not say that
p~ost-war reconstruction "should" involve
the placing of mnany men in industry. We
should see to it that it will, and careful
prelparation and foresight will assist in
that direction. Here is another extract-

In the meantime no opportunity is being Jest
to develop and expand the normal industries of
the State. A number of new ventures give
promise of success, and others are in course
of exhaustive examination.
That is'all right, but here is something of
major importance-

Machines previously imported are now being
manufactured successfully within the State,
including electric motors, special purpose
lathes, tool-holders, rock drill parts, conveyors,
water meters and concrete mixers.

Great God, -why have 'we only discovered
we canl do these things. because there hap-
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pens to be a war ont Have we only just
made that discovery?

The Minister for Mines: It looks like it.
Mr. WVITHERS: A blood bath is re-

quired to make us realise we can do these
things for ourselves. Why have we not
done it for years past? We now find we
are capable of doing a great deal.

The Minister for Mines: Of course.
Mr. WITHERS: It shows we have been

asleep for years.
Mr. Warner: For nearly a decade.
The Minister for Labour: For more like

a century.
Mr. WITHERS: Talk about our dormant

potentialities. To my mind influences have
been at work to ensure dormancy.

The Minister for Mines: Now you are
talking.

Mr. WITHERS: These undertakings can
be carried out, and we are doing it. I was
brought tip to an understanding of the Bible
and I do remember something about the
Good Book. I remember it tells us about
doing unto others as we would have them
do unto us. That is the spirit we want in
our associations with one another. We
should do unto others as we would they
should do unto us. Have others acted in that
way? We should take that Biblical quota-
tion seriously to heart. Recently I attended
the opening of a co-operative concern at
Bunbury. Where is there a finer term in
the English language than that of "co-
operation"? Does that not exemplify our
responsibilities one to the other-to co-
operate and help one another? D~o we? We
have many misabused words in the English
language.

Mr. Doney: Do you imply that You Want
another language?

Mr. WITHERS: Hardly! Many things
in His Excellency's Speech appeal to me.
It indicates things we should do, and intend
to do, but what concerns me is why we have
not done them years ago. The Speech is
wveil written from the intentional point of
view; we must see to it that effect is given
to those intentions. Then again I read-

Close attention is being gives to the possi-
bility of producing surphur requirements from
local deposits of pyrites.
Necessity is the mother of invention, but the
necessity was apparent long before the 'war,
and the mother of invention seems to have
been sadly neglectful.

Mr. Fox: You are not reflecting upon any-
one, are you?

Mr. WITHERS: What can we dot The
wvar commences, and we set out to establish
industries and discover the virtues of phos-
phatic rock, alunite and other minerals.
Does this mean that when the war is over,
we shall merely sit back complacently and
say, "Well now that is over, we can sit back
and rest as usual."

Mr. Seward: I thought you wanted a new
order.

Mr. WITHERS: I read an article in last
Saturday's "West Australian," in which re-
ference was made to some ancient person.
It was said that when he had achieved what
he wanted he would sit down to drink and
be merry. The writer wanted to know why
we could not do that now. That is what I
want to know. Why wait! Let us get on
with it and do it now. Then again I read
this in His Excellency's Speech-

The main objective within Australia an af-
fecting this State is to endeavour to secure
as tnueb stability for primary industries as the
circumnstancees will permit.

Quite right! Incidentally, during my tem-
porary absence from the Chamber I under-
stand that the member for Nelson (Mr. J.
H. Smith) intimated the transference of his
affections from the Bunbury harbour in
favour of Flinders Bay. It is dreadful to
think that a fellow South-West member
should turn me down!

The Minister for Mines: What about the
member for Albany?

Mr. WITHERS: Probably he considers he
has a good case.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What is wrong with
the Flinders Bay proposition?

Mr. WITHERS: A glance through the
Lieut.-Govenor's Speech disclosed to me
that I had an opportunity to assist the
member for Nelson in advocating the claims
of his district in relation to some of the
propositions. I felt proud that I would he
able to help him to secure an expansion of
local industry. I shall not show resentment
at his affront to Bunbury, but will be gen-
erous and turn the other cheek. I find in the
Speech the following-

Australian requirements of tobacco approxi-
muate 28,500,000 lbs. per annum, and the pro-
duction is only 5,500,000 lbs.
A little uinder one-fifth of the huge quantity
of tobacco that is consumed is produced in
the Commonwealth, and of that only 900,000
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lbs. are produced in Western Australia. We
have sufficient suitable country in the eec-
torate of the member for Nelson to produce
tobacco adequate to meet the requirements
of Australia. Are we for ever and aye to
send oversea for our tobacco requirements
and send our money out of the country, or
are we to give effect to the objective indi-
cated in His Excellency's Speech and pro-
vide our own tobacco supplies? There is
amiple room for an expansion of the indus-
try in this State. Personally I do not regard
it is an essential industry, for I do not
smoke. Naturally I cannot control the
personal expenditure of others; so I am
content to advocate the extension of the
tobacco industry. I could also refer to the
production of alcohol, although it is not
mentioned in the Speech. Hops could be
grown successfully in some districts. I am
merely referring to the salient features of
the Speech that appeal to me this year. If
other members gave the same thought to it
in relation to the requirements and poten-
tialities of their districts, much good could
result in consequence. I shall not refer to
the wheat and wool position, because others
more fully conversant with the necessity for
those avenues of production are quite cap-
able of making the requisite representations.

The unemployment problem is also dealt
with in the Speech, and while the improved
position is very gratifying, as suggested by
His Excellency, the alteration is doubtless
due to operations associated with our war
effort. The member for 'Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Triat) predicted that the war would he over
within nine months. I certainly hope that is
correct; but should that be the position,
what will becomec of all those men who will
return from the war or cease from their
wvar-time operations within our own bound-
aries? There is no doubt they will return
to go on the dole, unless we take active
steps between now and the cessation of hos-
tilities to prepare for post-war reconstruc-
tion. We know what happened after the
1914-18 war-men whio were crippled and
maimed and others fit for work returned
hoping for employment and failing too
often to secure it. Are we to permit that
experience to be repeated? Are we sincere
in all we sayl We should view this position
in all seriousness. That is why I am so
glad that His Excellency's Speech is worded
as we find it. We should be most anxious
to help those who were willing to go away

and fight for our liberty. We should see
to it that democracy provides an opportun-
ity for those men in return for the peace
we hope wvill follow. I shall not refer to
the Bible again beyond saying that people
sometimes remark how hard it is to keep
to the straight and narrow path, and how
easy to followv the wide open course.

Mr. Sampson: Are you making a confes-
sina

Mr. WITHERS: What people say is
perfectly right. That is why we want the
Parliaments of the Commnonwealth and the
people generally to be sincere in their pro-
fessions. We should not slip back to our
former state of complacency. I hope the
rising generation will not live to witness
still another war.

The Minister for Mines: That was said
after the last war.

Mr. WITHERS: We have that lesson be-
fore us, and we should profit by it. I realise
that it involves the overcoming of human
tendencies, and bow that can be done I do
not know. I knowv that it is impossible to
make Christians and teetotallers of our
people merely by passing an Act of Parlia-
ment. The Good Book has not been very
successful in inducing a majority of
people to tread the straight and nar-
row path. Nevertheless, it has always
been a wonderful guide for us. But
I do not think many of us treat life
as seriously as we should when it comes
to doing that which we ought to do for
our fellow-man. Sometimes I despair of
Parliament. I am now in the eighteenth
year of my membership. I realise that I
have suffered disillusionment since I first
camne to this Chamber. Like other members,
.r have thought of leaving Parliament and
looking for a hard job. Still, I would not
at this stage like to leave my congstituents
to the mercy of some one who might not
he as regardful of their welfare as I am.
If I had the wherewithal to walk out into
the street and leave Parliament behind me,
I think I would do it. Otherwise I would
have sufficient independence to say what I
think.

Mr. Sampson: How long have you had
those thoughts?

Mr. WITHERS: if I possessed the wealth
of some members, I would show my in-
dependence-and not from a party point of
viewv. I am subservient to my master the
State of Western Australia, which gives us
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members our little pittance which some say
we do not earn.

Mr. W. Hegney: Speak for yourself!I
Mr. WITHERS: We are expected to give

the pittance back in donations and other-
wise. The people are unjust to us and pos-
sibly sometimes we arc unjust to the people.
For some years, however, I have felt con-
cerned about our Parliament. This is a
period when we should say, "Now that we
have got the people looking in the right
direction, let us keep them looking in that
direction in future. lDo not put this forwvard
as a mere objective." I have been pursuing
objectives all my life. Some of them have
been attained. But the same objectives still
face the people. The task is heavy, and
those in authority must be sincere. Members
of this Chamber must be sincere. I do not
say that they are insincere, but we know
that in the past we have not done those
things which are essential to the objective
of post-war reconstruction. The time has
come when we must reject war and think of
peace. When peace come;, let us be as
humane as we are to-day. Let us not merely
sink back into the oblivion from which we
came, and to which frequently wve return
after a crisis. I recall, before the last de-
pression, a prominent member of this House,
on an evening when we rose early, saying to
me, "Fred, there will have to be a reduction
in wages." I said, "Do you mean to tell
mec that we are to forgo what we have
fought during years past to obtain r' He
replied, "We cannot carry on with the pre-
sent wage system; wages have got to come
down." This was the late Air. T. A. L.
Davy. I said, "There is only one way in
which wages will ever come down, and that
is by the loyalty of the workers themselves
if a financial crisis or a war ever strikes
Australia. The workers of the world are as
loyal in a financial crisis as they are in a
period of war, and those are the only means
by wbich wages will be reduced. You are
not going to ask these people to forgo
voluntarily something which they have spent
their lives in fighting for; but when the
crisis comes, you will find the workers as
loyal as are any other people." I had no
idea then of the financial crisis that over-
came us in the form of a depression, the
same thing in a different guise.

Where is the money coming from today?
If the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)

were present, he might tell us again about
the monetary system. We have had an eye-
opener. Ten years ago the world suffered
the worst depression ever known. Money
is being spent today in million;, not in
years but in days, after three years of
depression. There is something wrong.
Mankind must overhaul itself. No one else
can do it. We must not allow ourselves to
slip back into the abyss. We shall go on
and on, and people to whonm Ave have pro-
rnise4 so much in the bieut.-Governor's
Speech will have to be considered. If we
do not consider them, we shall have to take
what is coming to us. That is putting it
in plain language. Those people will create
for us a day of reckoning if we have not
maintained the standard set forth in Hi~s
Excellency's Speech. The Speech is full of
good goods; it is one of the best opening
Speeches I have ever read in this Chamber.
Let us have a national outlook. For that
national outlook we need a national char-
acter; otherwise the outlook will be of no
use. We must carry on for the benefit
of the people of Australia and the people
of the British Empire after this war is
over.

The subject of mining I shall leave to the
minling representatives, but there is another
inmportant itemi of the Speech-technical
education. What does that term mean? I
have heard technical education spoken about
ever since the days of my boyhood, though I
never had any such education, I am sorry to
say. What would it have meant, though, if
technical education had gone as far in the
days that are past as it will go in days soon
to comae? For once I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition: we ought to have
trained men in industry. He alleges that I
am responsible for the absence of men
trained iii industry. I said last session that
there should be technical education for our
youth. Before I deal with the subject as
mentioned by His Excellency, I wish
to drawv members' attention to the technical
education being given to our adults now,
through this war; education given to men
who have passed adolescence, men 25 and 30
years of age. Such men are now becoming
highly trained technicians. Recently I re-
ceived from Melbourne some information
giving astounding particulars of the training
an adult, 28 years of age, was to be given for
six months; including the junior uni-
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vursity certificate, for thle purpose of
helping in certain divisions of the
war work. That is a highly trained
profession. Is it not pleasant to know that
this man is not the only trainee, but that
thousands like him are being trained in Aus-
tralia today? It is costing a good deal more
to train those men now than it would have
cost during their adolescence. Unskilled
workmen have obtained what I may term
professional proficiency, and been paid for
it, while there is a war on. But then comes
the question, are those men going to get pro-
fessional jobs of that kind when the war is
over? No. They will be given the unskilled
jobs they had before the war. Had those
men been trained before the outbreak of
hostilities, it would have been very handy to
have that skill available at that time.

Mr. Seward: Apply the same reasoning to
universal military training!

Mr. WITHERS: I do not object to that.
The Speech says of technical education-

The war has amply demonstrated the urgent
need for technical education.
The war has amply demonstrated it? Was
not that need demonstrated before the war,
thle need for technical education in this
country? It appears to me that we must
have a blood bath, a world war, before the
necessity for anything is realised. Nees-
sity is, like the poor, always with us. Sonmc-
times% I have sp)are momients and I go to the
pictures. Somec of the "March of Timec"
series tire truly illuminating. I would say
to my friend the member for Toodysy (Mr.
Thorn) that they are an education, and I
would advise him to see some of them.

Mr. Thorn: I will try to find the time.
.Mr. WITHERS: I saw one the other

itight. Thle member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Doney) was with me.

The Minister for Labour: Oh!
Mr. WITHERS: Yes, we do try to teach

each other something sometimes.
Mr. floney: It was a highly diverting

evening.
Mir. WITHERS: The picture showed

what was being done in the biggest ma-
chine factory iii the world, and it was
really illuminating. It was enlightening to
see the skilled work being done in the pro-
duction of wreapons of destruction. A few
years ago something was done in Western
Austrnlia which I suppose has gone down

in history as an act not to the credit of
the Labour Government. I refer to the
establishment of the State Implement
Works at Rocky Bay. Those works were
established for the specific purpose of
helping Western Australian people to have
a locally-made article. But what assist-
anice did we get from the people who were
expected to use those implements, or from
those we expected to distribute them 9 If
the distributors could obtain bigger divi-
dends and more profits from the distribu-
tion of imported Amierican-made ma-
chinery, ours was not wanted. That was
a blot on the history of the Westen Aus-
tralian people. We call make those imple-
ments today, and we could have made
them then. If our articles were not up to
standard, we could have secured efficient
tradesmen to come here and bring them
uip to the required standard. It was up to
the people of Western Australia to see
that when something was dlone for their
benefit, advantage was taken of the oppor-
trinity offering, and thc Parliament of the
day should have seen that the machines
manufactured were such that they could
compete with similqr products from over-
sea. We know what happened. When
the wvar is over, will the people of this
State thke advantage of the expansion that
is hiking place in the Rocky Bay work-
shops today? Will they take advantage
of what is happening in the Midland Junc-
tion workshops! If we start shipbuilding
during this period, are we going to stop
when the war is over aind no ships are
requiredq

Mr, Berry: Are you looking at me?
Mr. WITHERS: Yes, I am looking at

the member for Irwin-Moore.
Mr. Berry: We will need a lot of ships

after the war.
Mr. WITHERS: I hope we shall.
Mri. Fox: We shall have steel ships then.
Mfr. WITHERS: I do not care wvhether

they arc steel ships or wooden ships so
buig as they are built in Australia. Why
should we worry? If they are built in
Western Australia, so much the better.
We are told we can make engines for ships
being built elsewhere. We have been told
what can be built at the State Implement
Works for waripurposes. I guarantee that
if we are given the opportunity we will
turn out as good a peace-time article. But
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will those controlling industry give us an
opportunity to take advantage of the skill
and ingenuity of our men to produce such
commodities in time of peace?

Having said so much and done so little-
which I suppose is the usual thing parlia-
mentarians are believed to do-I desire now
to become not exactly sentimental, but a
little parochial. I wish at the outset to
give credit to the Government for having
provided additional educational facilities in
my electorate. I cannot thank the Govern-
ment too much. What it did in my district
is something that will stand to its credit for
all time. I refer to the extension of the
high school building to provide for
technical education. That cost a lot of
money but we in the South-West have
been given a school that will last us
a long time. I mentioned year after year
that the school was cramped because
it bad over 400 scholars in a Ibuilding meant
to accommodate a little over 300. 1 am
grateful to the Government for what it has
done to afford relief in, that connection, and
for providing us with room and facilities to
give technical education to youths in the
South-West. Still more requires to be done.
I do not wish to give the Government exces-
sive praise for fear it should think it has
done too much already. We have been ad-
vocating the removal of the central school
from its present site. It hats stood there for
years, and was an old building when I went
to school, which is many years ago. I do
not know why the Government has not taken
advantage of one or two offers of sites that
I have received and make provision sufficient
for our purposes for all time. On the last
occasion I referred to this matter, I spoke
of a property that could have been pur-
chased for a nominal figure. Since then
ten or eleven houses have been built on that
block. The Government declared it was not
worth while resuming the land. If it wants
the property now, it will have to resume the
buildings as well and pull them down. If
the Government likes to do that, I do not
mind. However, there is another site not
far removed from the one I have mentioned,
but although I have made representations to
the Government I have not been able to ob-
tain the satisfaction my people require. The
Government should look ahead. I assure
members that the district is the most pro-
gressive outside the metropolitan area, ex-
cept the goldfields.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Hear, hear!

Mr. WITHERS: The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) says, "Hear, heart"

Mr. J. H Smith: I would not except the
gold fields.

Mr. 'WITHERS: What I have said is a
fact and we must look facts in the face. We
cannot retard progress. The Government
should be interested enough to give consid-
eration to proposals submitted by members
in all sincerity; not that I suggest that niem-
hers do not submit all their proposals in all
sincerity, but this is an urgent need and I
want the Government to purchase a site for
a future school. I do not claim that a school
should he built immediately the site is
bought, but if the site offering today is not
secured, in another four years 15 to 20 houses
wvill be built on it and then the Government
wvill have to resume the houses as well as the
land if it wishes to use the site. A school
cannot lie pushed into the wilderness. It
must be in the central portion of a town.

I have already submitted a proposition in
connection withi the laudable object men-
tioned by the member for Irwin-Moore (Mr.
Berry), namely, the establishment of ship-
building in Western Australia. I have pro-
posed that such ships should be built at
Bunbury. I have been iii touch with the
Federal authorities and have re~ceived a
reply to the effect that Sunbury will be
considered amongst other sites when the
time comes for the building of these wvooden
ships. We have timber in the South-West
for this work. We have not deep water
for a harbour at Bunbury but we have
protected water sufficient to put in a slip
for shipbuilding. Uf we are going to forge
ahead with shipbuilding as we should do
in Western Australia, it is no good trying
to build half-a-dozen ships in rotation on
the one slip when half-a-dozen ships could
be constructed at the same time on half-
a-dozen slips. I have today received a
communication from a friend of mine in
flusselton-and r do not want the member
for Sussex (Mr. Willmott) to take exception
to this-who tells me that a proposition is
being put up for a similar activity to be
started in Busselton. Why not? Why not
a slip in each of those places, so that half-a-
dozen ships may be constructed at a time in-
stead of doing all the work at Fremnantle
where it would be necessary to wait for one
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vessel to go off the slips before another could
be laid down

Mir. Hughes: Why not have a slip at tbe
Bunhury bridge?7

'Ar, WITHERS: We shall see that the
ships do not sink, because there is not too
much water for them to sink in.

Mr. Wilson: How are you going to get
them out I

Mr. WITHERS: We will lift them out.
The other dlay, the following paragraph ap-
peared in the "West Australian": -

A sum of £2,000 has been made available by
the: Treasury to the Forestry Department for
the purchase of certain equipment for charcoal
burning and to provide some working capital.
The money will be controlled by the depart-
meat for the burning of charcoal at Maujimup,
Denmark, Wokalup, Margaret River and North-
cliffe, The charcoal will be offered for sale
to distributors, but somne tiame will elapse be-
fore it becomes available. The equipmnent re-
quired consists maninly of steel sheets to line
the burning pits.

That brings me to this point. We have been
advocating, through the South-West Indus-
trial Development Committee, that this in-
dustry should be established at Bunbury. If
Collie coal can be used advantageously for
blast furnaces for steel manufacture and the
use of the charcoal processing is possible,
what better place than the South-West could
be chosen for the establishment of this ini-
dfustry9 If money -were spent in Bunhury-
not to the same extent, by any means, but in
proportion to that spent in N~ewcastle and
other parts of New South Wales-for the
purpose of establishing steel works in Bun-
bury, and we treated our ore from Yarupi
Sound, there is no reason why considerable
progress should not be wade with this in-
dustry in WVestern Australia.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You will remember
I wanted your hell) once in that connection,
and you would not give it to me. You
wanted to export the iron ore.

M1r. WITHERS: I can hardly imagine
the Leader of the Opposition saying that.
There is no point in laboutring the matter.
We bare an Industrial Development Com-
mittee representing the whole of the South-
West and its purpose is to help the Minister
for Industrial Development in his effort to
establish secondary industries in this State.
We desire to have this work done in the
South-West. I have been in touch with
Senator MeLcay in connection with the es-
tablishment of a power alcohol distillery.

I was at Collie at an executive meceting last
Sunday week in connection with this pro-
posaL and a claim was made for the dis-
till ery to be established there. A wonder-
fully good case was put up. I would not
be jealous of Collie having the distillery,

-although of course I would like to see it in
my own electorate. When all is said and
done, this is a South-West project, and the
best place in the South-West will be selected
to the satisfaction, I hope, of everyone. I
know the member for Nelson (Mir. J. HI.
Smith), the member for Sussex (rY. WVilI-
mott), the member for Mlurray-Wellington
(Mr. MecLarty), and in fact, fi South-West
members wvill be pleased if the industry is
located in our section of the State.

Some reference was made during the de-
bate to child endowment. I was surprised
to hear one member say that in view of that
provision, sufficent reason was forthcoming
to extend the school-leaving age to 16 years.
I have vivid recollctions Of criticitn levelled
against the Government on the score that 7s.
a week in respect of children in oar institu-
tions was totally inadequate, and, in those
circumstances, I fail to understand how far
the child enddwrinent p~rovision n-ill assist in
maintaining a child between 14 and 10 years
of age. Something more than that is re-
quired. I certainly favour the school age
being raised wherever possible. I have had
a bitter experience of the effect of the pre-
sent system. Time and again I lire been
approached by honest, straightforward
young men for references to enable them to
apply for positions. When they have ap-
plied for work they have discovered that
they did not hold] the certificates that em-
ployers require. People have asked me to
secure the release of their boys when they
are 14 years old in order that they may se-
cure jobs. Why was that ? The cesplenation
was that the money earned by the children
was needed to assist iii maintainiing their
hiomes. Child endowament itself is not sufficient
to provide for the extension of the school-
leaving age to 16 yeairs. The whole problem
will have to be considered along different
lines. When it is dealt with, I hope provi-
sion will1 be made to ensure that the young
people will receive such an education as will
en able them to take their places alongside
those miore fortunately circumstanced who
have been able to seccure the advantages of
higher education. Often the former mnay
possess the better capabilities. I support the
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motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [8.49]:
1 shall not take up much time with my
contribution to the debate. Members who
have already spoken have traversed many
and varied subjects, and much as I would
like to touch upon same of them, what 1
would say would merely represent so much
repetition, and so I shall refrain. I was
very pleased to hear the remarks of the
member for North-East Fremantle ("Mr. Ton-
kin) regarding our first Y.C. hero, whose
people reside in that hon. member's elector-
ate. We join with him in his congratula-
tory remarks to that -hero and his family.
We trust that Acting Wing Commander
Edwards will be spared to return and enjoy
some of the consideration that his distinc-
tion wvarrants. I believe, from the Premier
down to the newest member of the House,
all will desire to convey our congratulations
to those of our number who have volun-
terred for the various services. Unfortun-
ately, we have no convenient means of con-
veying our congratulations, except through
the courtesy of the Press in broadcasting our
approval of, and pride in, their activities,
and our best wishes for their speedy andi
safec return.

The fighting spirit of the Australian sol-
dier in this war is in consonance with the
traditions created in the 1914-18 campaign.
Their deeds afford ample proof that the
best soldiers in the world are horn under
the banner of democracy and freedom, and
that they are superior to those emanating
from subject countries not enjoying the lib-
erty and freedom that ehlaracteriSe the
British Empire. I do not know what wvill
be the outcome of the present-day hostili-
ties. We are told there will be a new order.
Most members have made some reference to
that prospect. We have been told that the
new order will comprise something good and
great for those who have helped to win
the peace. The prediction is that there will
be a country with laws and living conditions
that will be fit for those heroes to live inl
and enjoy everlasting peace. I endorse the
remarks of the member for Mt, Magnet
(Mfr. Triat) who said that if the new order
is to he the outcome of the present upheaval
the more must be inaugurated now while
the war is proceeding; after the war, as he
further pointed out, it will he too late, for

back we will go to the old order for certain.
The soldiers of this war will have one ad-
vantage over those who returned from the
1914-18 campaign, in that they will find an
organisation already established to help
them in looking after their interests. That
will be certainly a fine starting-off point. I
am firmly convinced that; unless an early
commencement is made to ostablish the so-
called new order, present-day soldiers will
return and find that the only new order for
them will be that which they can make for
themselves in civil life.

The Minister for Mines: Tell us what
you think the newv order is to consist at.

Mr. WARNER: I wvant to know what the
new order is to compris-e. We in Parlia-
ment are supposed to assist and guide the
people of the State. Are wve to appoint
a committee to make suggestions for the
inauguration of the new order?~

The Minister for Mines: Do not ask m,-.
Mr. WARNER: I do nA know that there

is to he a new order. If there is to be, it
must be started now. It reminds me very
mnuch of what the undertaker said with re-
gard to his bill. Hle said. "Collect your 'bill
while they are all crying. If yon do nlot,
you will find it bard to get the money after
wvards." If there is to be a new order -we
must fight for it now. Unless we do so,
when hostilities cease we shall drift back
to a state of complacency, and every digger
will have to scrap for himself. The organ-
isation already in existence will do much
to help the newly-returned men by estab-
lishing a bond of brotherhood for mutual
aid.

if our wishes wvere consulted no doubt
the war would cease quickly. I sincerely
trust the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Triat) was correct in his prediction that
hostilities would end within nine months.
As the Speech indicates, many industries
are in contemplation or have been in-
augurated in connection wvith our war
efforts. We hope that these will afford 01)-
portunaities for the employment of our mien
in the post-war period. I understand the
annex being constructed at the Midland
Junction Workshops will enable the State
Government to earry out work essential for
the State and semi-State instrumentalities.
I trust the Minister for Industrial Develop-
rnent and those associated with him will do
their utmnost to see that our small arms fac-
tory and other plants will be so erected and
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equipped that they will be available for use
in peace-time activities. I hope the factories
will be located in the most suitable sites so
that full advantage can be derived in the
post-war period. I1 am sceptical regarding
the attitude adopted by combines and the
wealthier section of the community in other
parts of Australia. Unless we watch the
siituation very carefully, quite possibly the
factories erected here will not be utilised as
wre would desire in the years to come. It may
be that influences will he brought to hear to
prevent the eXpansioTi of secondary indus-
tries in this State and relegate us once more
to primary industries alone.

The shipbuilding industry was dealt with
at some length by the member for Irwin-
Moore (M.r. Berry), and I support many of
his suggestions. No Australian should bi"
foolish enough to say that we were not en-
titled to build ships in this State. Within
my 45 years of experience, luggers and
sehooners have been built at Fremantle end
elsewhere and have done good service on our
coast. We have also been told about the
"King Bay" and other ships as well. The
contention is that we have the timber, the
materials, and the men capable of carrying
on the industry. I do not know whether
jarrah is a suitable timber for boat building,
but if people with the requisite knowledge
say that it is, we should put our weight be-
hind the committee and help it to carry its
project into effect. Jarrab might be suitable
for certain parts of a ship such as the keel
and knees, but whether the whole of the
planking could be of jarrab must be left to
the decision of people with greater know-
ledge than I possess. The question has been
raised as to what use the ships would be
after the war. I can imagine that there
would be use for them. We do not know
how long the wvar will last, and we should
bear in mind that in the early days of the
State, quite a number of small vessels
operated on the coast. As the member for
Roebourne (Mr. Rodoreda) remarked, he
would like to have a few of them on the
coast now. I am sure that he and the
Minister for the North-West, who know the
coast well, would appreciate having a few
small ships to carry on trade after the war
until larger ships could be nmade available.
I support the proposition for ship building
in this State, and hope something tangible
will come of it.

A pleasing note was struck by the. member
for Claremont (Mr. North). He gave the
House an excellent lead if only members
choose to follow it up. I refer to his reply
to criticism levelled at members of Parlia-
maent by a section of the general public. I
hope someone more gifted than I am, some-
one with longer experience of Parliament,
someone who has saved more money out of
his Parliamentary salary than I have been
able to do, will take up the matter. The bon.
member spoke of some of the nasty anony-
mTous letter-wuiting people who criticise mem-
bers generally.

Mr. Sam pson: And without full know-
ledge of the facts.

Mr. WARNER: Without any knowledge at
all. To criticise members of Parliament is
easy, To make the bald statement that memn-
bers meet for only a few months in the
year, work only a few hours a week in each
of those mnonths and draw £600 a year for
it, is as easy as it is unjustified, Most
metropolitan and country members attend the
sittings regularly, and they have far more
to do than sit about and amuse themselves
when the House is not in session. Most of
them fully earn the salary paid them or,
perhaps I should say, the amnount that is
left to them after they have given away a
large portion of it to meet the numerous
demands that arc made on members.

M1r. North: Reference was also made to
members' gold passes.

Am WARNER: I have had a few train
rides on my gold pass, but usually I have
to use a motor car in order to eon omise
time. Now that petrol has been rationed, I
have to do a little begging as well as a little
more spending. I cannot believe that mem-
bers avail themselves much of the gold pass
to travel on railwvays because the amount of
work they are called upon to do when they
visit country districts could not be com-
passed. in the time if they had to rely upon
the tramn service.

The district I represent requires of mec to
deal more particularly with matters coming
under the jurisdiction of the Minister for
Lands and Agriculture and the Minister for
Water Supplies. The Agricultural Bank, of
course, is the chief institution to which my
constituents have to pay attention. I wish
members to understand that I urn not cri-
ticising Ministers or the Bank to the extent
that might otherwise appear from my re-
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marks. My criticism is directed rather against
the Acts and regulations under which they
and the deportment have to work. The con-
ditions that arc bringing suffering to the
farning community today are the outcome
of those Acts and regulations governing the
Bank. I freely admit that I have received
the greatest courtesy from Ministers and the
Bank Commissioners whenever I have had
occasion to discuss matters with them.
Rarely have I been unable to interview the
Commissioners or the General Manager upon
request. Still, 1 have not always been satis-
fied with the decisions they have given,
though I have been convinced that the Acts
and regulations could not be overriden to
grant my requests. I could criticise severely
the Acts and the regulations uinder which
the Bank operate;, and I am prepared to
fight in the hope of getting amendments
made to such an extent as will enable the
people I represent to gain sufficient from
their labour to live in a state of decency.
How often members of this House, especially
those from wheat-growing areas, put up a
fight for those they represent! The member
for Avon (M,%r. Boyle) last evening drew
a picture of the conditions in his district.
I support his remarks and must speak in
a similar strain. Our districts adjoin, and
our constituents -receive similar treatment
from the Agricultural Bank. Many of our
settlers are men who fought in the 1N14-18
war. When they returned to Western Aus-
tralia, they were told that this was to hea
land fit for heroes to live in. Those heroes
have been living on the land ever since,
but if the treatment they have received]
is considered good enough for heroes,
goodness knows -what treatment should be
meted out to other people. Some of
the conditions under which they have
suffered and some of the relief dished
out to them represent no recompense for
either hero or heroine. I classify the wives
of the diggers who live with them on the
land, as heroines. They have suffered like
!the diggets have, hare worked alongside
them on the land. In mnany eases the men
were married when they enlisted. Others
married after the last war. Both descrip-
tions of digger rear families and, like father,
like son, the boys have joined up in this
war. For most 0g those boys it was a happy
release from thle farm. While living onl the
farm the boy got no recompense for what he

was doing, and he saw his parents in the
same unhappy plight. That is why I men-
tion the cry of the last war, "A land fit
for heroes to live inl1' The present cry is,
"A new order!" I hope it will p~rove some-
thing vastly different from what followed the
last war.

Many of those diggers on the land did
well until seven or eight years ago, when the
depression arrived; and then came the
drought years, and there was yet another
drought last year. Those men and their
wives and children have lived in the lowest
hell of poverty and distress. They had to
seek assistance from the Agricultural Bank
by way of money granted by the Common-
wealth Government anid other moneys pro-
vided by this State. As already mentioned
by the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle), many
of them were existing on allowances of £5
per month. If they had a child or two, pos-
sibly they got an additional allowance of
about 10s. per month. Entrancing- pictures
have been painted of a farming community
enjoying luxuries on the farm. That picture,
however, applies chiefly to wheat, wool, and
oat-growing districts. Kitchen gardens may
be added on the wheat belt for a little time
in the winter, but as regards the butter and
cream and eggs and other niceties we hear
so much about, a few of these settlers have
a little of them at times, whereas some
have none at all. They have suffered
the disabilities which I have described
for nine years in this Chamher. They
have suffered so much that it is diffi-
cult for any member sitting onl the other
side of the House to refrain from using
every endeavour to aid us in having the
position altered. I know the cry of the
workers' representative that hie will see
no man in this country short of food. We
look to that representative for support.
We are not here eilmouring aill the time
for soniething on behialf of the farmiingr
commnunity. I do believe that after hear-
ing the speeches of inctnhbe,; of this Party
nlemblers opposite know that those speeches
presenit the truth. They state nothing but
facts. They are nothing in the nature of
propaganrda. We are honest in our en-
deaVOUrs.

The only means of assisting Agricultural
Bank clients is an alteration in the policy
of the (iovernment enabling the Agricul-
tural Bank to increaise the amounts mnade
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available to these settlers. Increases have
been granted to workers on the basic
wage, but a man who does not participate
in the basic wage is lost sight of. The
small monthly amounts made available to
settlers are utterly insufficient. The mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. Abbott) spoke
about a holiday. He said it was better for
a manl to have a sprat a day extra because
every person was entitled to a holiday in the
year. The people in the wheat growing
areas have not had a holiday for 10 years.
The member for Subisco (.Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver) has suet a number of women from
my electorate down for several weeks, with
assistance from a fund for the purpose,
and she knows about the position. If the
member for North Perth (Mir. Abbott) be-
lieves this, why does not every other muem-
ber on that side believe it too? I appeal
on behalf of the people in the farming
districts. On many ocasions we have read
that the volunteers from the country excel
the volunteers from the cities. The pride
in people from our bush has been sung by
the bush poets of the past. They describe
the man living in a free and happy way
on the land. The last years, however, have
been so hard that one is surprised to find
our soldiers from the bush displaying the
physique they do possess.

I do sincerely trust that the Minister for
Lands and the Mfinister for Education will
use their persuasive powers to effect some
alteration in favour of these men on the
land. E'specially should those Minis-
ters urge that Agricultural Bank clients
should receive more than the pittance granted
to them now. I do not assert that all the
farmers in my district are in that position.
Some of them are in a fair position. Rut
tlie number in a happy position will not be
great as long as they know that ether
farmers have the same hard work and fire
living, in misery.

Another note I would like to strike is this.
I believe that the large majority of wheat-
growers in the wheat belt, wvhen employing
labour, would love to see a union of farm
labourers entailing a reasonable wage so long
ats a reasonable return is given for it. There
are very few men in the country who care
to see a man work for less than a living
-wage, but they fail to see how they can pay
a living wage when they are unable to obtain
sufficient food for themselves and their fami-

lies. The point about the allowances from
the Agricultural Bank is that these do not
represent a free gift, but are moneys ad-
vanced to carry on. An allowance is only a
loan which bears, I believe, full Agricultural
Bank interest. That makes the position
harder. I plead with the Minister for Lands
to see whether something cannot he done in
the near future to enable those settlers to
carry on.

There are many other things I would like
to tonch onl this evening, but will not detain
the House, as I can deal with them when
the Annual Estimates come before the
Chaimber. So I coatecut myself with these
remarks and leave my plea with the Minister
for Lands.

On motion by Mr. W. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

Rouse adjourned at 9.18 p.m.

Thursday, 14th August, 1911.

Question : Prices Eixinm Comissioner
Address *nrepiy. sixth (lay
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PRICES FIXING
COMMISSIONER.

Hon, J. A. DIMITT asked the Chief
Scretary: 1, What salary or allowance is
attached to the office of Prices Fixing Comi-
mnissioner under the Profiteering Prevention
Act, 1939?7 2, What salary or allowance
was paid out of State funds to the late
Prices Fixing Commissioner during the year
1040-41?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The Profiteering Prevention Act, 1939, pro-
vides that the Governor may fix the remun-
eration of the Commissioner of Prices. Pay-
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